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The Commission recommends that a renewed relationship
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in Canada be established
on the basis of justice and fairness.

VOLUME 1

1.16.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments further the process of renewal by

L OOK ING FORWAR D ,
L OOK ING B ACK

(a) acknowledging that concepts such as terra nullius
and the doctrine of discovery are factually, legally
and morally wrong;

We have grouped the recommendations made in this
volume by theme rather than in the order in which
they appear in the text. The original numbering of recWUUMVLI\QWV[PI[JMMVZM\IQVML\PI\Q[_Q\P\PMÅZ[\
number representing the volume, the second the chapter number and the third the recommendation number)
to facilitate placing them in their original context.
The Commission recommends that a renewed relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
in Canada be established on the basis of justice and
fairness.

(b) declaring that such concepts no longer form part
of law making or policy development by Canadian
governments;
(c) declaring that such concepts will not be the basis of
arguments presented to the courts;
(d) committing themselves to renewal of the federation
through consensual means to overcome the historical legacy of these concepts, which are impediments
to Aboriginal people assuming their rightful place
in the Canadian federation; and

The Commission recommends that
1.16.1 To begin the process, the federal, provincial
and territorial governments, on behalf of the people
of Canada, and national Aboriginal organizations, on
behalf of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, commit
themselves to building a renewed relationship based on
the principles of mutual recognition, mutual respect,
sharing and mutual responsibility; these principles to
form the ethical basis of relations between Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal societies in the future and to be
enshrined in a new Royal Proclamation and its companion legislation (see Volume 2, Chapter 2).
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(e) including a declaration to these ends in the new
Royal Proclamation and its companion legislation.
That the appropriate place of Aboriginal peoples in
Canadian history be recognized.
The Commission recommends that
1.7.1 The Government of Canada
(a) commit to publication of a general history of
Aboriginal peoples of Canada in a series of volumes
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ZMÆMK\QVO\PMLQ^MZ[Q\aWNVI\QWV[\WJMKWUXTM\ML
within 20 years;
(b) allocate funding to the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council to convene a board,
with a majority of Aboriginal people, interests and
expertise, to plan and guide the Aboriginal History
Project; and
(c) pursue partnerships with provincial and territorial
governments, educational authorities, Aboriginal
nations and communities, oral historians and
elders, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal scholars
and educational and research institutions, private
donors and publishers to ensure broad support for
and wide dissemination of the series.
1.7.2 In overseeing the project, the board give due
attention to
 \PMZQOP\WN)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM\WZMXZM[MV\\PMUselves, their cultures and their histories in ways they
consider authentic;
 \PMLQ^MZ[Q\aWN)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM[ZMOQWV[IVL
communities;
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the government of Canada establish a public inquiry
instructed to
(a) investigate and document the origins and effects of
residential school policies and practices respecting
all Aboriginal peoples, with particular attention to
the nature and extent of effects on subsequent generations of individuals and families, and on communities and Aboriginal societies;
(b) conduct public hearings across the country with
[]NÅKQMV\N]VLQVO\WMVIJTM\PM\M[\QUWVaWNINfected persons to be heard;
(c) commission research and analysis of the breadth of
the effects of these policies and practices;
(d) investigate the record of residential schools with a
^QM_\W\PMQLMV\QÅKI\QWVWNIJ][MIVL_PI\IK\QWV
if any, is considered appropriate; and
(e) recommend remedial action by governments and
the responsible churches deemed necessary by the
inquiry to relieve conditions created by the residential school experience, including as appropriate,
 IXWTWOQM[Ja\PW[MZM[XWV[QJTM#

 \PMI]\PWZQ\aWNWZITPQ[\WZQM[IVLWZITPQ[\WZQIV[#
 \PM[QOVQÅKIVKMWN)JWZQOQVITTIVO]IOM[QVKWUmunicating Aboriginal knowledge and perspectives;
and
 \PMIXXTQKI\QWVWNK]ZZMV\IVLMUMZOQVOU]T\Qmedia technologies to represent the physical and
social contexts and the elements of speech, song
and drama that are fundamental to transmission of
Aboriginal history.
That the nature and scope of the injury caused to
Aboriginal people by past policies in relation to residential schools be established and appropriate remedies
devised therefor.

 KWUXMV[I\QWVWNKWUU]VQ\QM[\WLM[QOVIVLILminister programs that help the healing process
and rebuild their community life; and
 N]VLQVONWZ\ZMI\UMV\WNINNMK\MLQVLQ^QL]IT[IVL
their families.
1.10.2 A majority of commissioners appointed to this
public inquiry be Aboriginal.
1.10.3 The government of Canada fund establishment of a national repository of records and video
collections related to residential schools, co-ordinated
with planning of the recommended Aboriginal Peoples’
International University (see Volume 3, Chapter 5) and
its electronic clearinghouse, to

The Commission recommends that
1.10.1
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 NIKQTQ\I\MIKKM[[\WLWK]UMV\I\QWVIVLMTMK\ZWVQK
exchange of research on residential schools;
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 XZW^QLMÅVIVKQITI[[Q[\IVKMNWZ\PMKWTTMK\QWVWN
testimony and continuing research;
 _WZS_Q\PML]KI\WZ[QV\PMLM[QOVWN)JWZQOQVIT
curriculum that explains the history and effects of
residential schools; and
 KWVL]K\X]JTQKML]KI\QWVXZWOZIU[WV\PMPQ[\WZa
and effects of residential schools and remedies applied to relieve their negative effects.
That the nature and scope of the injury caused to
Aboriginal people by past policies in relation to the
relocation of Aboriginal communities be established
and appropriate remedies devised therefor.
The Commission recommends that
1.11.1 Governments acknowledge that where the
relocation of Aboriginal communities did not conform
to the criteria set out in Recommendation 1.11.2, such
relocations constituted a violation of their members’
human rights.
1.11.2 Parliament amend the Canadian Human
Rights Act to authorize the Canadian Human Rights
Commission to inquire into, hold hearings on, and
make recommendations on relocations of Aboriginal
peoples to decide whether
(a) the federal government had proper authority to proceed with the relocations;
(b) relocatees gave their free and informed consent to
the relocations;
(c) the relocations were well planned and carried out;
(d) promises made to those who were relocated were
kept;
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1.11.3 The Canadian Human Rights Commission
be authorized to conduct inquiries into relocations,
including those that occurred before the Commission’s
creation in 1978, and that with respect to the latter
relocations, its mandate expire 15 years after coming
into force.
1.11.4 Parliament amend the Canadian Human
Rights Act to provide that it is a violation of the act
if a relocation of an Aboriginal community does not
conform to the six criteria listed in Recommendation
1.11.2, and that the provisions in Recommendation
1.11.11 apply in those circumstances where appropriate.
1.11.5 The Canadian Human Rights Commission
JMI]\PWZQbML[XMKQÅKITTa\WXZW^QLMIZIVOMWNIT\MZVItive dispute resolution mechanisms, including mediation, facilitation, and consensual arbitration.
1.11.6 The Canadian Human Rights Commission
be given subpoena powers with respect to documents,
evidence and witnesses, and powers to compel testimony and appoint experts and counsel.
1.11.7 The Canadian Human Rights Commission be
given the authority to recommend a range of remedies
to redress the negative effects of relocations, including
 XZW^Q[QWVNWZM[[MV\QIT[WKQITQVNZI[\Z]K\]ZMWZ[MZvices or special community initiatives;
 XZW^Q[QWVNWZZMTWKI\MM[\WZM\]ZV\WIVLZMM[\IJTQ[P
in the home community;
 XZW^Q[QWVNWZ^Q[Q\QVOJM\_MMV[MXIZI\MLNIUQTQM[#
 N]VLQVOWNILLQ\QWVIT[MZ^QKM[NWZM`IUXTM\WI[[Q[\
the readjustment of returnees, or all persons still
adversely affected by the relocations;

(e) relocation was humane and in keeping with
Canada’s international commitments and obligations; and

 [M\\TMUMV\WNQVLQ^QL]ITKTIQU[NWZKWUXMV[I\QWV
for, among other things, unpaid work done or
services rendered during relocation and personal
property lost or left behind; and

N OW^MZVUMV\IK\QWV[KWVNWZUML\WQ\[ÅL]KQIZaWJTQgation to Aboriginal peoples.

 KW[\[QVKT]LQVON]\]ZMKW[\[QVK]ZZMLJaZMTWKI\MM[
or their representatives in attempting to resolve
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their complaints.
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international norms, standards and covenants relating
to relocation.

1.11.8 The Canadian Human Rights Commission
be required to describe activity on relocation claims
in its annual report and be authorized to make special
ZMXWZ\[I[Q\[MM[Å\IVLXMZQWLQKITTaZM^QM_IVLZMXWZ\
on action on its recommendations.

1.11.13 The national repository for records on residential schools proposed in Recommendation 1.10.3
and its related research activities also cover all matters
relating to relocations.

1.11.9 Federal, provincial and territorial governments co-operate with communities and the Canadian
0]UIV:QOP\[+WUUQ[[QWVJaWXMVQVO\PMQZÅTM[WV
relocation to facilitate research.

That the nature and scope of the injury caused to
Aboriginal people by past discriminatory policies in
relation to Aboriginal veterans be established and appropriate remedies devised therefor.

1.11.10 Aboriginal communities be given funding
by the Canadian Human Rights Commission, upon
decision of a panel of advisers appointed by but independent of the Commission, as follows:

The Commission recommends that

(a) seed funding, of up to $10,000, to conduct preliminary research on their claims after prima facie
assessment of the merits of their applications; and
(b) adequate additional funding when, in the panel’s
R]LOMUMV\\PMKWUU]VQ\QM[PI^MKTIQU[[]NÅKQMV\
to warrant inquiry by the Commission.
1.11.11 The Canadian Human Rights Commission
be authorized to apply to an appropriate tribunal to obtain any appropriate measure against the government
of Canada, or to demand in favour of the Aboriginal
community or communities in question any measure of
redress it considers appropriate at the time, where

1.12.1 Acknowledge, on behalf of the people of
Canada, the contribution of Aboriginal people within
the Canadian Armed Forces during the wars of this
century (the First World War, the Second World War
and Korea) by
I OQ^QVOIPQOPMZXZWÅTM\W)JWZQOQVIT^M\MZIV[I\
national Remembrance Day services;
(b) funding the erection of war memorials in
Aboriginal communities; and
(c) funding the continuing work of Aboriginal veterans’
organizations.

(a) the parties will not agree to mediation or arbitration of the dispute; or

1.12.2 Agree to Aboriginal veterans’ requests for an
ombudsman to work with the departments of veterans
affairs and Indian affairs and northern development
and national and provincial veterans’ organizations to
resolve long-standing disputes concerning

(b) proposals of the Commission have not been carried
out within an allotted time to its satisfaction; and

 )JWZQOQVIT^M\MZIV[¼IKKM[[\WIVLR][\ZMKMQX\WN
^M\MZIV[JMVMÅ\[#IVL

(c) application to a tribunal or demand in favour of
a community is with the consent of concerned
communities.

 \PMTMOITQ\aIVLNIQZVM[[WN\PM[ITM[TMI[M[IVLIXpropriations of Indian lands for purposes related
to the war effort and for distribution to returning
veterans of the two world wars.

1.11.12 Canada participate fully in efforts to develop
further international standards to protect Indigenous
peoples against arbitrary relocation and ensure that
Canadian law incorporates the spirit and intent of
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Aboriginal client groups.
1.12.4 -[\IJTQ[PIVLN]VLIVWVXZWÅ\NW]VLI\QWVQV
honour of Aboriginal veterans to promote and facilitate education and research in Aboriginal history and
implement stay-in-school initiatives for Aboriginal
students.

R ESTRUCTUR ING
THE R ELATIONSHIP

Chapter 2
Treaties
With respect to the historical treaties, the Commission
recommends that
2.2.2 The parties implement the historical treaties
from the perspective of both justice and reconciliation:
I 2][\QKMZMY]QZM[\PMN]TÅTUMV\WN\PMIOZMML\MZU[
of the treaties, as recorded in the treaty text and
supplemented by oral evidence.
(b) Reconciliation requires the establishment of proper
principles to govern the continuing treaty relationship and to complete treaties that are incomplete
because of the absence of consensus.
2.2.3 The federal government establish a continuing
bilateral process to implement and renew the Crown’s
relationship with and obligations to the treaty nations
under the historical treaties, in accordance with the
treaties’ spirit and intent.

R ECOM M E N DAT IONS , VOLU M E S

2.2.4 The spirit and intent of the historical treaties
be implemented in accordance with the following fundamental principles:
I <PM[XMKQÅKKWV\MV\WN\PMZQOP\[IVLWJTQOI\QWV[WN
the parties to the treaties is determined for all purposes in a just and liberal way, by reference to oral
as well as written sources.

K <PM+ZW_V¼[KWVÆQK\QVOL]\QM[\W\PM\ZMI\aVI\QWV[
and to Canadians generally is reconciled in the
spirit of the treaty partnership.

Conclusions and recommendations are grouped by
theme and do not necessarily appear here in the same
order as in the text. The original numbering of recommendations has been retained, however (with the
ÅZ[\V]UJMZZMXZM[MV\QVO\PM^WT]UM\PM[MKWVL\PM
chapter, and the third the recommendation number),
to facilitate placing them in their original context.
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(b) The Crown is in a trust-like and non-adversarial
ÅL]KQIZaZMTI\QWV[PQX_Q\P\PM\ZMI\aVI\QWV[

VOLUME 2

S U M M A RY

ON

1– 5

(d) There is a presumption in respect of the historical
treaties that
 \ZMI\aVI\QWV[LQLVW\QV\MVL\WKWV[MV\\W\PM
blanket extinguishment of their Aboriginal
rights and title by entering into the treaty
relationship;
 \ZMI\aVI\QWV[QV\MVLML\W[PIZM\PM\MZZQ\WZaIVL
jurisdiction and management over it, as opposed
to ceding the territory, even where the text of
an historical treaty makes reference to a blanket
extinguishment of land rights; and
 \ZMI\aVI\QWV[LQLVW\QV\MVL\WOQ^M]X\PMQZ
inherent right of governance by entering into a
treaty relationship, and the act of treaty makQVOQ[ZMOIZLMLI[IVINÅZUI\QWVZI\PMZ\PIVI
denial of that right.
With regard to new treaties and agreements, the
Commission recommends that
2.2.6 The federal government establish a process for
making new treaties to replace the existing comprehensive claims policy, based on the following principles:
(a) The blanket extinguishment of Aboriginal land
rights is not an option.
(b) Recognition of rights of governance is an integral

5
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component of new treaty relationships.
(c) The treaty-making process is available to all
Aboriginal nations, including Indian, Inuit and
Métis nations.
(d) Treaty nations that are parties to peace and friendship treaties that did not purport to address land
and resource issues have access to the treaty-making process to complete their treaty relationships
with the Crown.

ON
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(a) supplement the Royal Proclamation of 1763; and
(b) set out, for the consideration of all Aboriginal and
treaty nations in Canada, the fundamental principles of
(i) the bilateral nation-to-nation relationship;
(ii) the treaty implementation and renewal processes; and
(iii) the treaty-making processes.

In relation to all treaties, the Commission recommends that
2.2.11 The following matters be open for discussion
in treaty implementation and renewal and treaty-making processes:
 OW^MZVIVKMQVKT]LQVOR][\QKM[a[\MU[TWVO\MZU
ÅVIVKQITIZZIVOMUMV\[QVKT]LQVOÅ[KIT\ZIV[NMZ[
and other intergovernmental arrangements;

2.2.8 The federal government introduce companion
treaty legislation in Parliament that
(a) provides for the implementation of existing treaty
ZQOP\[QVKT]LQVO\PM\ZMI\aZQOP\[\WP]V\Å[PIVL
trap;
J INÅZU[TQJMZITZ]TM[WNQV\MZXZM\I\QWVNWZPQ[\WZQKIT
treaties, having regard to

 TIVL[IVLZM[W]ZKM[#

(i) the context of treaty negotiations;

 MKWVWUQKZQOP\[QVKT]LQVO\ZMI\aIVV]Q\QM[IVL
P]V\QVOÅ[PQVOIVL\ZIXXQVOZQOP\[#

(ii) the spirit and intent of each treaty; and

 Q[[]M[QVKT]LMLQV[XMKQÅK\ZMI\QM[NWZM`IUXTM
education, health and taxation); and
 W\PMZQ[[]M[ZMTM^IV\\W\ZMI\aZMTI\QWV[PQX[QLMV\QÅMLJaMQ\PMZ\ZMI\aXIZ\a
2.2.5 7VKM\PM[XQZQ\IVLQV\MV\WN[XMKQÅK\ZMI\QM[
have been recognized and incorporated into the agreed
understanding of the treaty, all laws, policies and practices that have a bearing on the terms of the treaty be
UILM\WZMÆMK\\PQ[]VLMZ[\IVLQVO
With respect to establishing a new treaty process, the
Commission recommends that
2.2.7 The federal government prepare a royal
proclamation for the consideration of Her Majesty the
Queen that would

6

(iii) the special relationship between the treaty
parties;
(c) makes oral and secondary evidence admissible in
the courts when they are making determinations
with respect to historical treaty rights;
L ZMKWOVQbM[IVLINÅZU[\PMTIVLZQOP\[IVLR]ZQ[LQKtion of Aboriginal nations as essential components
of treaty processes;
(e) declares the commitment of the Parliament and
government of Canada to the implementation and
renewal of each treaty in accordance with the spirit
and intent of the treaty and the relationship embodied in it;
(f) commits the government of Canada to treaty processes that clarify, implement and, where the parties
agree, amend the terms of treaties to give effect to
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the spirit and intent of each treaty and the relationship embodied in it;
(g) commits the government of Canada to a process of
treaty making with
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2.2.12 The royal proclamation and companion legislation in relation to treaties provide for one or more of
the following outcomes:

(i) Aboriginal nations that do not yet have a treaty
with the Crown; and

(a) protocol agreements between treaty nations and
the Crown that provide for the implementation and
renewal of existing treaties, but do not themselves
have the status of a treaty;

(ii) treaty nations whose treaty does not purport to
address issues of lands and resources;

(b) supplementary treaties that coexist with existing
treaties;

(h) commits the government of Canada to treaty processes based on and guided by the nation-to-nation
structure of the new relationship, implying
(i) all parties demonstrating a spirit of openness,
a clear political will and a commitment to fair,
balanced and equitable negotiations; and
(ii) no party controlling the access to, the scope of,
or the funding for the negotiating processes; and
(i) authorizes the establishment, in consultation with
treaty nations, of the institutions this Commission
ZMKWUUMVL[I[VMKM[[IZa\WN]TÅT\PM\ZMI\aXZWKM[[M[
2.2.10 The royal proclamation and companion legislation in relation to treaties accomplish the following:
(a) declare that entry into treaty-making and treaty implementation and renewal processes by Aboriginal
and treaty nations is voluntary;
(b) use clear, non-derogation language to ensure that
the royal proclamation and legislation do not derogate from existing Aboriginal and treaty rights;
(c) provide for short- and medium-term initiatives to
support treaty implementation and renewal and
treaty making, since those processes will take time
to complete; and
(d) provide adequate long-term resources so that treatymaking and treaty implementation and renewal
processes can achieve their objectives.
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(c) replacement treaties;
(d) new treaties; and
(e) other instruments to implement treaties, including
legislation and regulations of the treaty parties.
2.2.13 The royal proclamation and companion legislation in relation to treaties:
I M[\IJTQ[PI+ZW_V<ZMI\a7NÅKM_Q\PQVIVM_
Department of Aboriginal Relations; and
J LQZMK\\PI\7NÅKM\WJM\PMTMIL+ZW_VIOMVKa
participating in nation-to-nation treaty processes.
With regard to provincial and territorial responsibilities, the Commission recommends that
2.2.9 The governments of the provinces and territories introduce legislation, parallel to the federal companion legislation, that
(a) enables them to meet their treaty obligations;
(b) enables them to participate in treaty implementation and renewal processes and treaty-making
processes; and
(c) establishes the institutions required to participate
in those treaty processes, to the extent of their
jurisdiction.
2.2.14 Each province establish a Crown Treaty
7NÅKM\WMVIJTMQ\\WXIZ\QKQXI\MQV\ZMI\aXZWKM[[M[
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Regarding the creation of treaty institutions, the
Commission recommends that
2.2.15 The governments of Canada, relevant provinces and territories, and Aboriginal and treaty nations
establish treaty commissions as permanent, independent and neutral bodies to facilitate and oversee negotiations in treaty processes.
2.2.16 The following be the essential features of
treaty commissions:
 +WUUQ[[QWVMZ[\WJMIXXWQV\MLQVMY]ITV]UJMZ[
from lists prepared by the parties, with an independent chair being selected by those appointees.
 +WUUQ[[QWV[\WPI^MXMZUIVMV\ILUQVQ[\ZI\Q^MIVL
research staff, with full independence from government and from Aboriginal and treaty nations.
 ;\INNWN\PMKWUUQ[[QWV[\WIK\I[I[MKZM\IZQI\NWZ
treaty processes.
 ;MZ^QKM[WN\PMKWUUQ[[QWV[\WOWJMaWVL[QUXTM
facilitation. Where the parties require specialized
NIK\ÅVLQVOWNI\MKPVQKITVI\]ZMKWUUQ[[QWV[\W
have the power to hire the necessary experts.
 +WUUQ[[QWV[\WUWVQ\WZIVLO]QLM\PMKWVL]K\WN
the parties in the treaty process to ensure that fair
and proper standards of conduct and negotiation
are maintained.
 +WUUQ[[QWV[\WKWVL]K\QVY]QZQM[IVLXZW^QLMZMsearch, analysis and recommendations on issues in
dispute in relation to historical and future treaties,
as requested jointly by the parties.
 +WUUQ[[QWV[\W[]XMZ^Q[MIVLNIKQTQ\I\MKW[\[PIZing by the parties.
 +WUUQ[[QWV[\WXZW^QLMUMLQI\QWV[MZ^QKM[\W\PM
parties as jointly requested.
 +WUUQ[[QWV[\WXZW^QLMZMUMLQM[NWZIJ][M[WN
process.
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 +WUUQ[[QWV[\WXZW^QLMJQVLQVOWZVWVJQVLQVO
arbitration of particular matters and other dispute
resolution services, at the request of the parties, consistent with the political nature of the treaty process.
2.2.17 The Aboriginal Lands and Treaties Tribunal
recommended by this Commission (see Volume 2,
Chapter 4) play a supporting role in treaty processes,
particularly in relation to
(a) issues of process (for example, ensuring good-faith
negotiations);
(b) the ordering of interim relief; and
(c) appeals from the treaty commissions regarding
funding of treaty processes.
With regard to fostering public education and awareness, the Commission recommends that
2.2.1 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
provide programs of public education about the treaties to
promote public understanding of the following concepts:
(a) Treaties were made, and continue to be made, by
Aboriginal nations on a nation-to-nation basis, and
those nations continue to exist and deserve respect
as nations.
(b) Historical treaties were meant by all parties to be
sacred and enduring and to be spiritual as well as
legal undertakings.
(c) Treaties with Aboriginal nations are fundamental
components of the constitution of Canada, analogous to the terms of union whereby provinces joined
Confederation.
L .]TÅTUMV\WN\PM\ZMI\QM[QVKT]LQVO\PM[XQZQ\IVL
intent of the historical treaties, is a test of Canada’s
honour and of its place of respect in the family of
nations.
(e) Treaties embody the principles of the relationship
between the Crown and the Aboriginal nations that
made them or that will make them in the future.

VOLU M E F I V E , A PPE N DI X A

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

Chapter 3
Governance

1. The right of self-determination is vested in all the
Aboriginal peoples of Canada, including First Nations,
1V]Q\IVL5u\Q[XMWXTM[<PMZQOP\ÅVL[Q\[NW]VLItion in emerging norms of international law and basic
principles of public morality. By virtue of this right,
Aboriginal peoples are entitled to negotiate freely the
terms of their relationship with Canada and to establish governmental structures that they consider appropriate for their needs.
2. When exercised by Aboriginal peoples within the
context of the Canadian federation, the right of selfdetermination does not ordinarily give rise to a right
of secession, except in the case of grave oppression or
disintegration of the Canadian state.
3. Aboriginal peoples are not racial groups; rather they
are organic political and cultural entities. Although
contemporary Aboriginal groups stem historically
from the original peoples of North America, they often
have mixed genetic heritages and include individuals of
varied ancestry. As organic political entities, they have
the capacity to evolve over time and change in their
internal composition.
4. The right of self-determination is vested in
Aboriginal nations rather than small local communities. By Aboriginal nation we mean a sizeable body
of Aboriginal people with a shared sense of national
identity that constitutes the predominant population
in a certain territory or group of territories. Currently,
there are between 60 and 80 historically based nations in Canada, compared with a thousand or so local
Aboriginal communities.
<PMUWZM[XMKQÅKI\\ZQJ]\M[WNIV)JWZQOQVITVI\QWV
are that
 \PMVI\QWVPI[IKWTTMK\Q^M[MV[MWNVI\QWVITQLMVtity that is evinced in a common history, language,
culture, traditions, political consciousness, laws,
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governmental structures, spirituality, ancestry and
homeland;

With regard to the establishment of Aboriginal governance, the Commission concludes that
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 Q\Q[WN[]NÅKQMV\[QbMIVLKIXIKQ\a\WMVIJTMQ\\W
assume and exercise powers and responsibilities
ÆW_QVONZWU\PMZQOP\WN[MTNLM\MZUQVI\QWVQVIV
effective manner; and
 Q\KWV[\Q\]\M[IUIRWZQ\aWN\PMXMZUIVMV\XWX]TItion of a certain territory or collection of territories
IVLQV\PMN]\]ZM_QTTWXMZI\MNZWUILMÅVML\MZritorial base.
The Commission therefore recommends that
2.3.2 All governments in Canada recognize that
Aboriginal peoples are nations vested with the right of
self-determination.
With regard to government recognition of Aboriginal
nations, the Commission concludes that
6. Aboriginal peoples are entitled to identify their own
national units for purposes of exercising the right of
self-determination. For an Aboriginal nation to hold
the right of self-determination, it does not have to be
recognized as such by the federal government or by
provincial governments. Nevertheless, as a practical
matter, unless other Canadian governments are prepared to acknowledge the existence of Aboriginal na\QWV[IVL\WVMOW\QI\M_Q\P\PMU[]KPVI\QWV[UIaÅVL
Q\LQNÅK]T\\WM`MZKQ[M\PMQZZQOP\[MNNMK\Q^MTa<PMZMNWZM
in practice there is a need for the federal and provincial
governments actively to acknowledge the existence
of the various Aboriginal nations in Canada and to
engage in serious negotiations designed to implement
their rights of self-determination.
The Commission therefore recommends that
2.3.3 The federal government put in place a neutral
and transparent process for identifying Aboriginal
groups entitled to exercise the right of self-determination as nations, a process that uses the following
[XMKQÅKI\\ZQJ]\M[WNVI\QWVPWWL"
(a) The nation has a collective sense of national
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identity that is evinced in a common history, language, culture, traditions, political consciousness,
laws, governmental structures, spirituality, ancestry
and homeland.
J <PMVI\QWVQ[WN[]NÅKQMV\[QbMIVLKIXIKQ\a\WMVable it to assume and exercise powers and responsiJQTQ\QM[ÆW_QVONZWU\PMZQOP\WN[MTNLM\MZUQVI\QWV
in an effective manner.
(c) The nation constitutes a majority of the permanent
population of a certain territory or collection of terZQ\WZQM[IVLQV\PMN]\]ZMWXMZI\M[NZWUILMÅVML
territorial base.
With regard to the jurisdiction of Aboriginal governments, the Commission concludes that
7. The right of self-determination is the fundamental
starting point for Aboriginal initiatives in the area of
governance. However, it is not the only possible basis
for such initiatives. In addition, Aboriginal peoples
possess the inherent right of self-government within
Canada as a matter of Canadian constitutional law.
<PQ[ZQOP\Q[QVPMZMV\QV\PM[MV[M\PI\Q\ÅVL[Q\[]Ttimate origins in the collective lives and traditions of
Aboriginal peoples themselves rather than the Crown
WZ8IZTQIUMV\5WZM[XMKQÅKITTaQ\[\MU[NZWU\PM
original status of Aboriginal peoples as independent
and sovereign nations in the territories they occupied,
as this status was recognized and given effect in the
numerous treaties, alliances and other relations maintained with the incoming French and British Crowns.
This extensive practice gave rise to a body of inter-societal customary law that was common to the parties and
eventually became part of the law of Canada.
8. The inherent right of Aboriginal self-government
Q[ZMKWOVQbMLIVLINÅZUMLQV[MK\QWVWN\PM
Constitution Act, 1982 as an Aboriginal and treatyprotected right. The inherent right is thus entrenched
in the Canadian constitution, providing a basis for
Aboriginal governments to function as one of three
distinct orders of government in Canada.
9. The constitutional right of self-government does
not supersede the right of self-determination or take
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precedence over it. Rather, it is available to Aboriginal
peoples who wish to take advantage of it, in addition
to their right of self-determination, treaty rights and
any other rights that they enjoy now or negotiate in
the future. In other words, the constitutional right of
self-government is one of a range of voluntary options
available to Aboriginal peoples.
10. Generally speaking, the sphere of inherent
Aboriginal jurisdiction under section 35(1) comprises
all matters relating to the good government and welfare of Aboriginal peoples and their territories. This
sphere of inherent jurisdiction is divided into two sectors: a core and a periphery.
11. The core of Aboriginal jurisdiction includes all
matters that are of vital concern to the life and welfare of a particular Aboriginal people, its culture and
identity; that do not have a major impact on adjacent
jurisdictions; and that otherwise are not the object
of transcendent federal or provincial concern. With
respect to these matters, an Aboriginal group has the
right to exercise authority and legislate at its own initiative, without the need to conclude federal and provincial agreements.
12. The periphery comprises the remainder of the
sphere of inherent Aboriginal jurisdiction. It includes,
among other things, subject-matters that have a major
impact on adjacent jurisdictions or attract transcendent
federal or provincial concern. Such matters require a
substantial degree of co-ordination among Aboriginal,
federal and provincial governments. In our view, an
Aboriginal group cannot legislate at its own initiative
in this area until agreements have been concluded with
federal and provincial governments.
13. When an Aboriginal government passes legislation
dealing with a subject-matter falling within the core,
any inconsistent federal or provincial legislation is automatically displaced. An Aboriginal government can
thus expand, contract or vary its exclusive range of operations in an organic manner, in keeping with its needs
and circumstances. Where there is no inconsistent
)JWZQOQVITTMOQ[TI\QWVWKK]XaQVO\PMÅMTLQVIKWZMIZMI
of jurisdiction, federal and provincial laws continue to
apply in accordance with standard constitutional rules.
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14. By way of exception, in certain cases a federal law
may take precedence over an Aboriginal law where
\PMaKWVÆQK\0W_M^MZNWZ\PQ[\WPIXXMV\PMNMLMZIT
law has to meet the strict standard laid down by the
Supreme Court of Canada in the Sparrow decision.
Under this standard, the federal law has to serve a
compelling and substantial need and be consistent
_Q\P\PM+ZW_V¼[JI[QKÅL]KQIZaZM[XWV[QJQTQ\QM[\W
Aboriginal peoples.
15. In relation to matters in the periphery, a self-government treaty or agreement is needed to settle the jurisdictional overlap between an Aboriginal government
and the federal and provincial governments. Among
other things, a treaty will need to specify which areas of
jurisdiction are exclusive and which are concurrent and,
in the latter case, which legislation will prevail in case
WNKWVÆQK\=V\QT[]KPI\ZMI\aQ[KWVKT]LML)JWZQOQVIT
jurisdiction in the periphery remains in abeyance, and
federal and provincial laws continue to apply within
their respective areas of legislative jurisdiction.
16. A treaty dealing with the inherent right of self-government gives rise to treaty rights under section 35(1) of
the Constitution Act, 1982 and thus becomes constitutionally entrenched. Even when a self-government
agreement does not itself constitute a treaty, rights
articulated in it may nevertheless become constitutionally entrenched.
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territories, political systems and customary laws at
that time.
(d) The inherent right of self-government has a substantial degree of immunity from federal and provincial legislative acts, except where, in the case of
NMLMZITTMOQ[TI\QWVQ\KIVJMR][\QÅML]VLMZI[\ZQK\
constitutional standard.
2.3.5 All governments in Canada recognize
that the sphere of the inherent right of Aboriginal
self-government
(a) encompasses all matters relating to the good government and welfare of Aboriginal peoples and
their territories; and
(b) is divided into two areas:
 KWZMIZMI[WNR]ZQ[LQK\QWV_PQKPQVKT]LMITT
matters that are of vital concern for the life and
welfare of a particular Aboriginal people, its
culture and identity, do not have a major impact
on adjacent jurisdictions, and are not otherwise
the object of transcendent federal or provincial
concern; and
 XMZQXPMZITIZMI[WNR]ZQ[LQK\QWV_PQKPUISM]X
the remainder.

The Commission therefore recommends that

2.3.6

2.3.4 All governments in Canada recognize that the
inherent right of Aboriginal self-government has the
following characteristics:

(a) in the core areas of jurisdiction, as a matter of
principle, Aboriginal peoples have the capacity to
implement their inherent right of self-government
by self-starting initiatives without the need for
agreements with the federal and provincial governments, although it would be highly advisable that
they negotiate agreements with other governments
in the interests of reciprocal recognition and avoiding litigation; and

(a) It is an existing Aboriginal and treaty right that
Q[ZMKWOVQbMLIVLINÅZUMLQV[MK\QWVWN\PM
Constitution Act, 1982.
(b) Its origins lie within Aboriginal peoples and nations
as political and cultural entities.
(c) It arises from the sovereign and independent status
of Aboriginal peoples and nations before and at the
time of European contact and from the fact that
Aboriginal peoples were in possession of their own

S U M M A RY

OF

R ECOM M E N DAT IONS , VOLU M E S

1– 5

All governments in Canada recognize that

(b) in peripheral areas of jurisdiction, agreements should
be negotiated with other governments to implement
and particularize the inherent right as appropriate
to the context and subject matter being negotiated.
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With regard to the right of self-government, which is
vested in Aboriginal nations, the Commission concludes that
18. The constitutional right of self-government is vested
in the people that make up Aboriginal nations, not in
local communities as such. Only nations can exercise
the range of governmental powers available in the core
areas of Aboriginal jurisdiction, and nations alone have
the power to conclude self-government treaties regarding matters falling within the periphery. Nevertheless,
local communities of Aboriginal people have access to
inherent governmental powers if they join together in
their national units and agree to a constitution allocating powers between the national and local levels.
The Commission therefore recommends that
2.3.7 All governments in Canada recognize that the
right of self-government is vested in Aboriginal nations
rather than small local communities.
2.3.13 All governments in Canada support
Aboriginal peoples’ desire to exercise both territorial
and communal forms of jurisdiction, and co-operate
with and assist them in achieving these objectives
through negotiated self-government agreements.
2.3.14 In establishing and structuring their governments, Aboriginal peoples give consideration to three
models of Aboriginal government — nation government, public government and community of interest
government — while recognizing that changes to these
UWLMT[KIVJMUILM\WZMÆMK\XIZ\QK]TIZI[XQZI\QWV[
customs, culture, traditions and values.
2.3.15 When Aboriginal people establish governUMV\[\PI\ZMÆMK\MQ\PMZIVI\QWVWZIX]JTQKOW^MZVment approach, the laws of these governments be
recognized as applicable to all residents within the
territorial jurisdictions of the government unless otherwise provided by that government.
2.3.16 When Aboriginal people choose to establish
nation governments,
(a) The rights and interests of residents on the nation’s
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territory who are not citizens or members of the nation be protected.
(b) That such protection take the form of representation in the decision-making structures and processes
of the nation.
Regarding Aboriginal peoples and citizenship, the
Commission concludes that
19. Under section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, an
Aboriginal nation has the right to determine which individuals belong to the nation as members and citizens.
However, this right is subject to two basic limitations.
First, it cannot be exercised in a manner that discriminates between men and women. Second, it cannot
specify a minimum blood quantum as a general prerequisite for citizenship. Modern Aboriginal nations, like
other nations in the world today, represent a mixture of
genetic heritages. Their identity lies in their collective
life, their history, ancestry, culture, values, traditions
and ties to the land, rather than in their race as such.
The Commission therefore recommends that
2.3.8 The government of Canada recognize
Aboriginal people in Canada as enjoying a unique
form of dual citizenship, that is, as citizens of an
Aboriginal nation and citizens of Canada.
2.3.9 The government of Canada take steps to ensure that the Canadian passports of Aboriginal citizens
(a) explicitly recognize this dual citizenship; and
(b) identify the Aboriginal nation citizenship of individual Aboriginal persons.
2.3.10 Aboriginal nations, in exercising the right to
determine citizenship, and in establishing rules and
processes for this purpose, adopt citizenship criteria that
(a) are consistent with section 35(4) of the Constitution
Act, 1982;
J ZMÆMK\)JWZQOQVITVI\QWV[I[XWTQ\QKITIVLK]T\]ZIT
entities rather than as racial groups, and therefore
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do not make blood quantum a general prerequisite
for citizenship determination; and
K UIaQVKT]LMMTMUMV\[[]KPI[[MTNQLMV\QÅKI\QWV
community or nation acceptance, cultural and
linguistic knowledge, marriage, adoption, residency,
birthplace, descent and ancestry among the different ways to establish citizenship.
2.3.11 As part of their citizenship rules, Aboriginal
nations establish mechanisms for resolving disputes
concerning the nation’s citizenship rules generally, or
QVLQ^QL]ITIXXTQKI\QWV[[XMKQÅKITTa<PM[MUMKPIVQ[U[
are to be
(a) characterized by fairness, openness and impartiality;
(b) structured at arm’s length from the central decisionmaking bodies of the Aboriginal government; and
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and custom that underpinned them. By virtue of this
relationship, the Crown acts as the protector of the
sovereignty of Aboriginal peoples within Canada and
as guarantor of their Aboriginal and treaty rights. This
ÅL]KQIZaZMTI\QWV[PQXQ[IN]VLIUMV\ITNMI\]ZMWN\PM
constitution of Canada.
22. Nevertheless, there is a profound need for a process
that will afford Aboriginal peoples the opportunity to
restructure existing governmental institutions and participate as partners in the Canadian federation on terms
they freely accept. The existing right of self-government
under section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 is no
substitute for a just process that implements the basic
right of self-determination by means of freely negotiated
treaties between Aboriginal nations and the Crown.
The Commission therefore recommends that
2.3.12 All governments in Canada recognize that

(c) operated in accordance with the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms and with international
norms and standards concerning human rights.
With regard to Aboriginal governments as one of
three distinct orders of government in Canada, the
Commission concludes that
20. The enactment of section 35 of the Constitution
)K\! PI[PILNIZZMIKPQVO[QOVQÅKIVKM1\[MZ^M[
\WKWVÅZU\PM[\I\][WN)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM[I[MY]IT
partners in the complex federal arrangements that
make up Canada. It provides the basis for recognizing
Aboriginal governments as one of three distinct orders
of government in Canada: Aboriginal, provincial and
federal. The governments making up these three orders are sovereign within their several spheres and hold
their powers by virtue of their inherent or constitutional status rather than by delegation. They share the
sovereign powers of Canada as a whole, powers that
represent a pooling of existing sovereignties.
21. Aboriginal peoples also have a special relationship with the Canadian Crown, which the courts have
described as sui generis or one of a kind. This relationship traces its origins to the treaties and other links
formed over the centuries and to the inter-societal law
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(a) section 35 of the Constitution Act provides the basis
for an Aboriginal order of government that coexists
within the framework of Canada along with the federal and provincial orders of government; and that
(b) each order of government operates within its
W_VLQ[\QVK\[W^MZMQOV[XPMZMI[LMÅVMLJa\PM
Canadian constitution, and exercises authority
within spheres of jurisdiction having both overlapping and exclusive components.
With respect to Aboriginal governments and the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the
Commission concludes that
17. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
applies to Aboriginal governments and regulates relations with individuals falling within their jurisdiction.
However, under section 25, the Charter must be given
IÆM`QJTMQV\MZXZM\I\QWV\PI\\ISM[IKKW]V\WN\PMLQ[tinctive philosophies, traditions and cultural practices
of Aboriginal peoples. Moreover, under section 33,
Aboriginal nations can pass notwithstanding clauses
that suspend the operation of certain Charter sections
for a period. Nevertheless, by virtue of sections 28 and
35(4) of the Constitution Act, 1982, Aboriginal women

13

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

and men are in all cases guaranteed equal access to the
inherent right of self-government and are entitled to
equal treatment by their governments.
?Q\PZMOIZL\WÅVIVKQVO)JWZQOQVITOW^MZVUMV\[\PM
Commission recommends that
2.3.17 Aboriginal governments established under a
ZMVM_MLZMTI\QWV[PQXPI^MN]VLIUMV\ITTaVM_Å[KITIZZIVOMUMV\[VW\ILIX\I\QWVWZUWLQÅKI\QWVWNM`Q[\QVO
Å[KITIZZIVOMUMV\[NWZ1VLQIV)K\JIVLOW^MZVUMV\[
2.3.18 <PMÅVIVKQVOUMKPIVQ[U][MLNWZMY]ITQbItion purposes be based not only on revenue-raising
capacity, but also take into account differences in the
expenditure needs of the Aboriginal governments they
IZMLM[QOVML\W[]XXWZ\I[Q[LWVM_Q\P\PMÅ[KITIZrangements for the territorial governments, and that
the tax effort that Aboriginal governments make be
\ISMVQV\WKWV[QLMZI\QWVQV\PMLM[QOVWN\PM[MÅ[KIT
arrangements.
2.3.19 .QVIVKQITIZZIVOMUMV\[XZW^QLMOZMI\MZÅ[KIT
autonomy for Aboriginal governments by increasing
access to independent own-source revenues through a
fair and just redistribution of lands and resources for
Aboriginal peoples, and through the recognition of the
right of Aboriginal governments to develop their own
systems of taxation.
2.3.20 Aboriginal citizens living on their territory
pay personal income tax to their Aboriginal governments; for Aboriginal citizens living off the territory,
taxes continue to be paid to the federal and relevant
provincial government; for non-Aboriginal residents on
Aboriginal lands, several options exist:
(a) all personal income taxes could be paid to the
Aboriginal government, provided that the level of
taxation applied does not create a tax haven for
non-Aboriginal people;
(b) all personal income taxes could be paid to the
Aboriginal government, with any difference
between the Aboriginal personal income tax and
the combined federal and provincial personal
income tax going to the federal government (in
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effect, providing tax abatements for taxes paid to
Aboriginal governments); or
(c) provincial personal income tax could go to the
Aboriginal government and the federal personal
income tax to the federal government in circumstances where the Aboriginal government decides to
adopt the existing federal/provincial tax rate.
2.3.21 Aboriginal governments reimburse provincial
governments for services the latter continue to provide,
thereby forgoing the requirement for provincial taxes
to be paid by their residents.
2.3.22 Non-Aboriginal residents be represented effectively in the decision-making processes of Aboriginal
nation governments.
2.3.23 :M^MV]M[IZQ[QVONZWU[XMKQÅKKTIQU[[M\\TMments not be considered a direct source of funding for
Aboriginal governments and therefore not be included
I[W_V[W]ZKMN]VLQVONWZX]ZXW[M[WNKITK]TI\QVOÅ[KIT
transfers.
2.3.24 Financial settlements arising from comprehensive land claims and treaty land entitlements not
be considered a direct source of funding for Aboriginal
governments.
2.3.25 Investment income arising from Aboriginal
government decisions to invest monies associated with
IÅVIVKQIT[M\\TMUMV\¸MQ\PMZLQZMK\TaWZ\PZW]OPI
corporation established for this purpose — be treated
as own-source revenue for purposes of calculating
QV\MZOW^MZVUMV\ITÅ[KIT\ZIV[NMZ[]VTM[[Q\Q[][ML\W
ZMXIaTWIV[IL^IVKML\WÅVIVKM\PMVMOW\QI\QWV[\W
WNN[M\\PMMNNMK\WNQVÆI\QWVWV\PMWZQOQVITÅVIVKQIT[M\tlements, thereby preserving the value of the principal,
WZ\WÅVIVKMKPIZQ\IJTMIK\Q^Q\QM[WZKWUU]VQ\a_WZS[
2.3.26 Federal and provincial governments and
national Aboriginal organizations negotiate
I I+IVILI_QLMNZIUM_WZS\WO]QLM\PMÅ[KITZMlationship among the three orders of government;
and
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J QV\MZQUÅ[KITIZZIVOMUMV\[NWZ\PW[M)JWZQOQVIT
nations that achieve recognition and begin to
govern in their core areas of jurisdiction on existing
Aboriginal lands.
With regard to a legal framework for recognizing
Aboriginal governments, the Commission recommends that
2.3.27 The Parliament of Canada enact an
Aboriginal Nations Recognition and Government Act to
(a) establish the process whereby the government
of Canada can recognize the accession of an
Aboriginal group or groups to nation status and
its assumption of authority as an Aboriginal government to exercise its inherent self-governing
jurisdiction;
(b) establish criteria for the recognition of Aboriginal
nations, including
(i) evidence among the communities concerned of
common ties of language, history, culture and of
_QTTQVOVM[[\WI[[WKQI\MKW]XTML_Q\P[]NÅKQMV\
size to support the exercise of a broad, self-governing mandate;
(ii) evidence of a fair and open process for obtaining the agreement of its citizens and member
communities to embark on a nation recognition
process;
(iii) completion of a citizenship code that is consistent with international norms of human rights
and with the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms;
(iv) evidence that an impartial appeal process had
been established by the nation to hear disputes
about individuals’ eligibility for citizenship;
(v) evidence that a fundamental law or constitution
has been drawn up through wide consultation
with its citizens; and
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(vi) evidence that all citizens of the nation
were permitted, through a fair means of expressing their opinion, to ratify the proposed
constitution;
(c) authorize the creation of recognition panels under the aegis of the proposed Aboriginal Lands
and Treaties Tribunal to advise the government
of Canada on whether a group meets recognition
criteria;
(d) enable the federal government to vacate its legislative authority under section 91(24) of the
Constitution Act, 1867 with respect to core powers
deemed needed by Aboriginal nations and to specify which additional areas of federal jurisdiction the
Parliament of Canada is prepared to acknowledge
as being core powers to be exercised by Aboriginal
governments; and
M XZW^QLMMVPIVKMLÅVIVKQITZM[W]ZKM[\WMVIJTM
recognized Aboriginal nations to exercise expanded
governing powers for an increased population base
in the period between recognition and the conclu[QWVWZZMINÅZUI\QWVWNKWUXZMPMV[Q^M\ZMI\QM[
With regard to creating a Canada-wide framework agreement to guide treaty negotiations, the
Commission recommends that
2.3.28 The government of Canada convene a meeting
of premiers, territorial leaders and national Aboriginal
leaders to create a forum charged with drawing up a
Canada-wide framework agreement. The purpose of
this agreement would be to establish common principles
and directions to guide the negotiation of treaties with
recognized Aboriginal nations. This forum should have
a mandate to conclude agreements on
(a) the areas of jurisdiction to be exercisable by
Aboriginal nations and the application of the
doctrine of paramountcy in the case of concurrent
jurisdiction;
J Å[KITIZZIVOMUMV\[\WÅVIVKM\PMWXMZI\QWV[WN
Aboriginal governments and the provision of services to their citizens;
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(c) principles to govern the allocation of lands and
resources to Aboriginal nations and for the exercise of co-jurisdiction on lands shared with other
governments;
(d) principles to guide the negotiation of agreements
for interim relief to govern the development of territories subject to claims, before the conclusion of
treaties; and
(e) an interim agreement to set out the core powers that
Canadian governments are prepared to acknowledge Aboriginal nations can exercise once they are
recognized but before treaties are renegotiated.
With respect to rebuilding Aboriginal nations and reclaiming nationhood, the Commission recommends that
2.3.29 Aboriginal peoples develop and implement
their own strategies for rebuilding Aboriginal nations
and reclaiming Aboriginal nationhood. These strategies may
(a) include cultural revitalization and healing processes;
(b) include political processes for building consensus on
the basic composition of the Aboriginal nation and
its political structures; and
(c) be undertaken by individual communities and by
groups of communities that may share Aboriginal
nationhood.
2.3.30 The federal government, in co-operation
with national Aboriginal organizations, establish an
Aboriginal government transition centre with a mandate to
(a) research, develop and co-ordinate, with other institutions, initiatives and studies to assist Aboriginal
peoples throughout the transition to Aboriginal
self-government on topics such as citizenship codes,
constitutions and institutions of government, as
well as processes for nation rebuilding and citizen
participation;
(b) develop and deliver, through appropriate means,
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training and skills development programs for comU]VQ\aTMILMZ[KWUU]VQ\aNIKQTQ\I\WZ[IVLÅMTL
workers, as well as community groups that have
assumed responsibility for animating processes to
rebuild Aboriginal nations; and
(c) facilitate information sharing and exchange among
community facilitators, leaders and others involved
in nation rebuilding processes.
2.3.31 The federal government provide the centre
_Q\PWXMZI\QWVITN]VLQVOI[_MTTI[ÅVIVKQITZM[W]ZKM[
to undertake research and design and implement
programs to assist transition to self-government, with
IÅVIVKQITKWUUQ\UMV\NWZÅ^MaMIZ[ZMVM_IJTMNWZI
N]Z\PMZÅ^MaMIZ[
2.3.32 The centre be governed by a predominantly
Aboriginal board, with seats assigned to organizations
representing Aboriginal peoples and governments, the
federal government, and associated institutions and
organizations.
2.3.33 In all regions of Canada, universities and
other post-secondary education facilities, research institutes, and other organizations, in association with the
proposed centre, initiate programs, projects and other
activities to assist Aboriginal peoples throughout the
transition to Aboriginal self-government.
2.3.34 The Aboriginal government transition centre
support Aboriginal nations in creating their constitutions by promoting, co-ordinating and funding, as
appropriate, associated institutions and organizations
for initiatives that
(a) provide professional, technical and advisory support
services in key areas of Aboriginal constitutional
development, such as
 KQ\QbMV[PQXIVLUMUJMZ[PQX#
 XWTQ\QKITQV[\Q\]\QWV[IVLTMILMZ[PQX#
 LMKQ[QWVUISQVOXZWKM[[M[#IVL
 QLMV\QÅKI\QWVWN\MZZQ\WZa#
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(b) provide training programs to the leaders and staff
of Aboriginal nation political structures who are
centrally involved in organizing, co-ordinating,
managing and facilitating constitution-building
processes;
(c) provide assistance to Aboriginal nations in designing and implementing community education and
consultation strategies;
(d) assist Aboriginal nations in preparing for, organizing and carrying out nation-wide referenda on
Aboriginal nation constitutions; and
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(b) include provisions for the transfer of resources to
support the design, development and implementation of education and training strategies.
2.3.37 To assist Aboriginal nations in developing
their governance capacities, the Aboriginal government transition centre promote, co-ordinate and fund,
as appropriate, in collaboration with associated education institutions initiatives that
 XZWUW\MIVL[]XXWZ\M`KMTTMVKMQV)JWZQOQVIT
management;
 ZMÆMK\)JWZQOQVIT\ZILQ\QWV[#IVL

(e) facilitate information sharing among Aboriginal
nations on constitutional development processes
and experiences.
2.3.35 The Aboriginal government transition centre
promote, co-ordinate and fund, as appropriate, in
collaboration with associated institutions and organizations, the following types of initiatives:
(a) special training programs for Aboriginal negotiators to increase their negotiating skills and their
knowledge of issues that will be addressed through
negotiations; and
(b) training programs of short duration for Aboriginal
government leaders
 \WMVPIVKM)JWZQOQVITTMILMZ[PQXKIXIKQ\QM[QV
negotiation; and
 \WQVKZMI[M\PMKIXIKQ\aWN)JWZQOQVITTMILMZ[\W
support and mandate negotiators and negotiation activities, as well as nation-level education,
consultation and communication strategies.
2.3.36 Early in the process of planning for selfgovernment agreements, whether in treaties or other
agreements, provisions be drafted to
(a) recognize education and training as a vital component in the transition to Aboriginal government and
implement these activities well before self-government takes effect; and
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 MVPIVKMUIVIOMUMV\[SQTT[QVIZMI[KMVtral to Aboriginal government activities and
responsibilities.
2.3.38 A partnership program be established to twin
Aboriginal governments with Canadian governments
of similar size and scope of operations.
In regard to establishing and maintaining accountability in governments, the Commission recommends that
2.3.39 Aboriginal governments develop and institute strategies for accountability and responsibility in
government to maintain integrity in government and
X]JTQKKWVÅLMVKMQV)JWZQOQVITOW^MZVUMV\TMILMZ[
WNÅKQIT[IVLILUQVQ[\ZI\QWV[
2.3.40 Aboriginal governments take the following
steps to address accountability:
I .WZUITQbMKWLM[WNKWVL]K\NWZX]JTQKWNÅKQIT[
J -[\IJTQ[PKWVÆQK\WNQV\MZM[\TI_[XWTQKQM[WZ
guidelines.
(c) Establish independent structures or agencies responsible for upholding and promoting the public interest
and the integrity of Aboriginal governments.
(d) Establish informal accountability mechanisms to
ensure widespread and continuing understanding of
Aboriginal government goals, priorities, procedures
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and activities, administrative decision making and
reporting systems.
2.3.41 To the extent deemed appropriate by the
Aboriginal people concerned, strategies for accountability and responsibility in Aboriginal government reÆMK\IVLJ]QTL]XWV)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM[¼W_VK][\WU[
traditions and values.
Regarding the acquisition of information and information management systems, the Commission recommends that
2.3.42 Statistics Canada take the following steps to
improve its data collection:
(a) continue its efforts to consult Aboriginal governments and organizations to improve understanding
of their data requirements;
(b) establish an external Aboriginal advisory committee, with adequate representation from national Aboriginal organizations and other relevant
Aboriginal experts, to discuss
 )JWZQOQVIT[\I\Q[\QKITLI\IZMY]QZMUMV\[#IVL
 \PMLM[QOVIVLQUXTMUMV\I\QWVWN[]Z^Ma[\W
gather data on Aboriginal people;
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Aboriginal government;
(g) test a representative sample of Aboriginal people in
post-census surveys;
(h) include the Metis Settlements of Alberta in standard geographic coding and give each community
the status of a census subdivision;
(i) review other communities in the mid-north, which
are not Indian reserves or Crown land settlements,
\W[MM_PM\PMZ\PMa[PW]TLPI^MI[XMKQITIZMIÆIO
on the census database; and
R KWV[QLMZIXXTaQVOI[XMKQÅKVI\QWVQLMV\QÅMZ\W
Indian reserves and settlements on the geographic
ÅTM[\WITTW_LI\INWZ\PM[MKWUU]VQ\QM[\WJMIOOZMOI\MLJaVI\QWVINÅTQI\QWVI[_MTTI[ITTW_QVO
QVLQ^QL]IT[\WQLMV\QNa_Q\P\PMQZVI\QWVINÅTQI\QWV
2.3.43 The federal government take the following
action with respect to future censuses:
(a) continue its policy of establishing bilateral agreements with representative Aboriginal governments
and their communities, as appropriate, for future
census and post-census survey operations;

(c) continue the post-census survey on Aboriginal
people and ensure that it becomes a regular datacollection vehicle maintained by Statistics Canada;

(b) in light of the issues raised in this report and the
need for detailed and accurate information on
Aboriginal peoples, the decision not to engage in
a post-census survey, in conjunction with the 1996
census, be reversed; and

(d) include appropriate questions in all future censuses
to enable a post-census survey of Aboriginal people
to be conducted;

(c) make special efforts to establish such agreements in
those regions of Canada where participation was
low in the 1991 census.

(e) in view of the large numbers of Aboriginal people
living in non-reserve urban and rural areas, extend
sampling sizes off-reserve to permit the statistical
XZWÅTQVOWNITIZOMZV]UJMZWNKWUU]VQ\QM[\PIV
was possible in 1991;

2.3.44 Governments provide for the implementation
of information management systems in support of selfgovernment, which include

(f) test questions that are acceptable to Aboriginal
people and are more appropriate to obtaining information relevant to the needs of emerging forms of
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apprenticeships and executive exchanges with
Statistics Canada, to facilitate compatibility between Aboriginal government systems and Statistics
Canada.
With regard to restructuring federal institutions, the
Commission recommends that
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 \ISM[\PMTMILNWZKIJQVM\QVRWQV\XTIVVQVOQVQ\QI\Q^M[
with Aboriginal nations and their governments.
2.3.49 The government of Canada make a major
MNNWZ\\WPQZMY]ITQÅML)JWZQOQVIT[\INN\WXTIaKMV\ZIT
roles in
 \PM\_WVM_LMXIZ\UMV\[#

2.3.45 The government of Canada present legislation to abolish the Department of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development and to replace it by two new
departments: a Department of Aboriginal Relations
and a Department of Indian and Inuit Services.

 W\PMZNMLMZITLMXIZ\UMV\[_Q\P[XMKQÅKXWTQKa
or program responsibilities affecting Aboriginal
people; and
 \PMKMV\ZITIOMVKQM[WNOW^MZVUMV\

2.3.46 The prime minister appoint in a new senior
cabinet position a minister of Aboriginal relations, to
be responsible for
 O]QLQVOITTNMLMZITIK\QWV[I[[WKQI\ML_Q\PN]TTa
developing and implementing the new federal/
Aboriginal relationship, which forms the core of
this Commission’s recommendations;
 ITTWKI\QVON]VL[NZWU\PMNMLMZITOW^MZVUMV\¼[\W\IT
Aboriginal expenditures across the government; and
 \PMIK\Q^Q\aWN\PMKPQMN+ZW_VVMOW\QI\WZZM[XWVsible for the negotiation of treaties, claims and selfgovernment accords.
2.3.47 The prime minister appoint a new minister of
Indian and Inuit services to
 IK\]VLMZ\PMÅ[KITIVLXWTQKaO]QLIVKMWN\PMUQVister of Aboriginal relations; and
 JMZM[XWV[QJTMNWZLMTQ^MZaWN\PMOW^MZVUMV\¼[
remaining obligations to status Indians and reserve
communities under the Indian Act as well as to Inuit.
2.3.48 The prime minister establish a new permanent cabinet committee on Aboriginal relations that
 Q[KPIQZMLJa\PMUQVQ[\MZWN)JWZQOQVITZMTI\QWV[#

2.3.50 The government of Canada implement these
changes within a year of the publication of this report.
Complying with this deadline sends a clear signal that
the government of Canada not only intends to reform
its fundamental relationship with Aboriginal peoples
J]\Q[\ISQVO\PMÅZ[\XZIK\QKIT[\MX[\WLW[W
2.3.51 The federal government, following extensive
consultations with Aboriginal peoples, establish an
Aboriginal parliament whose main function is to provide advice to the House of Commons and the Senate
on legislation and constitutional matters relating to
Aboriginal peoples.
2.3.52 The Aboriginal parliament be developed in
the following manner:
(a) the federal government, in partnership with representatives of national Aboriginal peoples’ orgaVQbI\QWV[ÅZ[\M[\IJTQ[PIKWV[]T\I\QWVXZWKM[[\W
develop an Aboriginal parliament; major decisions
respecting the design, structure and functions of
the Aboriginal parliament would rest with the
Aboriginal peoples’ representatives; and
(b) following agreement among the parties, legislation be introduced in the Parliament of Canada
before the next federal election, pursuant to section
91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867, to create an
Aboriginal parliament.

 Q[KIJQVM\¼[_WZSQVONWZ]U\WLMTQJMZI\MWVQ\[KWTlective responsibilities for Aboriginal matters; and
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2.3.53
(a) Aboriginal parliamentarians be elected by their nations or peoples; and
(b) elections for the Aboriginal parliament take place
at the same time as federal government elections to
encourage Aboriginal people to participate and to
add legitimacy to the process.
2.3.54 The enumeration of Aboriginal voters take
place during the general enumeration for the next
federal election.
:MOIZLQVO\PMN]TÅTUMV\WN+IVILI¼[QV\MZVI\QWVIT
responsibilities with respect to Aboriginal peoples, the
Commission recommends that
2.3.1 The government of Canada take the following
actions:
I MVIK\TMOQ[TI\QWVINÅZUQVO\PMWJTQOI\QWV[Q\PI[
assumed under international human rights instruments to which it is a signatory in so far as these
obligations pertain to the Aboriginal peoples of
Canada;
J ZMKWOVQbM\PI\Q\[ÅL]KQIZaZMTI\QWV[PQX_Q\P
Aboriginal peoples requires it to enact legislation
to give Aboriginal peoples access to a remedy in
Canadian courts for breach of Canada’s international commitments to them;
(c) expressly provide in such legislation that resort may
be had in Canada’s courts to international human
rights instruments as an aid to the interpretation of
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and
other Canadian law affecting Aboriginal peoples;
(d) commence consultations with provincial governments with the objective of ratifying and implementing International Labour Organisation
Convention No. 169 on Indigenous Peoples, which
came into force in 1991;

ON

A BOR IGI NA L P EOPL E S

(f) immediately initiate planning, with Aboriginal
peoples, to celebrate the International Decade of
Indigenous Peoples and, as part of the events, initiate a program for international exchanges between
Indigenous peoples in Canada and elsewhere.

Chapter 4
Lands and Resources
With respect to principles and policies governing the
negotiation of a land base for each Aboriginal nation,
the Commission recommends that
2.4.1 Federal policy and all treaty-related processes
(treaty making, implementation and renewal) conform
to these general principles:
(a) Aboriginal title is a real interest in land that contemplates a range of rights with respect to lands and
resources.
J )JWZQOQVIT\Q\TMQ[ZMKWOVQbMLIVLINÅZUMLJa[MKtion 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982.
K <PM+ZW_VPI[I[XMKQITÅL]KQIZaWJTQOI\QWV\W
protect the interests of Aboriginal people, including
Aboriginal title.
(d) The Crown has an obligation to protect rights
concerning lands and resources that underlie
Aboriginal economies and the cultural and spiritual
life of Aboriginal peoples.
(e) The Crown has an obligation to reconcile the interests of the public with Aboriginal title.
(f) Lands and resources issues will be included in negotiations for self-government.
(g) Aboriginal rights, including rights of self-government, recognized by an agreement are ‘treaty
rights’ within the meaning of section 35(1) of the
Constitution Act, 1982.

(e) support the Draft Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples of 1993, as it is being considered
by the United Nations;

20

VOLU M E F I V E , A PPE N DI X A

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

ON

A BOR IGI NA L P EOPL E S

(h) Negotiations between the parties are premised on
reaching agreements that recognize an inherent
right of self-government.

2.4.4 Aboriginal nations, through negotiation, reKMQ^MQVILLQ\QWV\WTIVLÅVIVKQIT\ZIV[NMZ[KITK]TI\ML
on the basis of two criteria:

(i) Blanket extinguishment of Aboriginal land rights
will not be sought in exchange for other rights or
JMVMÅ\[KWV\IQVMLQVIVIOZMMUMV\

(a) developmental needs (capital to help the nation
meet its future needs, especially relating to community and economic development); and

(j) Partial extinguishment of Aboriginal land rights
will not be a precondition for negotiations and
will be agreed to by the parties only after a careful and exhaustive analysis of other options and
the existence of clear, unpressured consent by the
Aboriginal party.

(b) compensation (partial restitution for past and present exploitation of the nation’s traditional territory,
including removal of resources as well as disruption
of Aboriginal livelihood).

(k) Agreements will be subject to periodic review and
renewal.
(l) Agreements will contain dispute resolution mechanisms tailored to the circumstances of the parties.
(m) Agreements will provide for intergovernmental
agreements to harmonize the powers of federal,
provincial, territorial and Aboriginal governments
without unduly limiting any.
2.4.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments, through negotiation, provide Aboriginal nations
_Q\PTIVL[\PI\IZM[]NÅKQMV\QV[QbMIVLY]ITQ\a\W
foster Aboriginal economic self-reliance and cultural
and political autonomy.
2.4.3 The goal of negotiations be to ensure that
Aboriginal nations, within their traditional territories,
have
(a) exclusive or preferential access to certain renewable
and non-renewable resources, including water, or to
a guaranteed share of them;
J IO]IZIV\MML[PIZMWN\PMZM^MV]M[ÆW_QVONZWU
resources development; and
K [XMKQÅMLXZMNMZMV\QITO]IZIV\MM[WZXZQWZQ\QM[\W\PM
MKWVWUQKJMVMÅ\[IVLWXXWZ\]VQ\QM[ÆW_QVONZWU
development projects (for example, negotiated comU]VQ\aJMVMÅ\[XIKSIOM[IVLZQOP\[WNÅZ[\ZMN][IT
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2.4.5 Negotiations on the amount and quality of additional lands, and access to resources, be guided by the
(a) size of the territory that the Aboriginal nation traditionally occupied, controlled, enjoyed, and used;
(b) nature and type of renewable and non-renewable
resources, including water, that the Aboriginal nation traditionally had access to and used;
(c) current and projected Aboriginal population;
(d) current and projected economic needs of that
population;
(e) current and projected cultural needs of that
population;
(f) amount of reserve or settlement land now held by
the Aboriginal nation;
(g) productivity and value of the lands and resources
and the likely level of return from exploitation for a
given purpose;
(h) amount of Crown land available in the treaty area;
and
(i) nature and extent of third-party interests.
2.4.6 In land selection negotiations, federal, provincial and territorial governments follow these principles:
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(a) No unnecessary or arbitrary limits should be placed
on lands for selection, such as
(i) the exclusion of coastlines, shorelines, beds of
water (including marine areas), potential hydroelectric power sites, or resource-rich areas;
(ii) arbitrary limits on size, shape or contiguity of
lands; or
(iii) arbitrary limits on the ability of the Aboriginal
nation to purchase land in order to expand its
territory.
(b) Additional lands to be provided from existing
Crown lands within the territory in question.
(c) Where parties are seeking to renew an historical
treaty, land selection not be limited by existing treaty boundaries (for example, the metes and bounds
descriptions contained in the post-Confederation
numbered treaties).
(d) Provincial or territorial borders not constrain selection negotiations unduly.
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Regarding categories of land ownership that result
from negotiations and the determination of jurisdiction
over them, the Commission recommends that
2.4.10 Negotiations aim to describe the territory
in question in terms of three categories of land. Using
these three categories will help to identify, as thoroughly
and precisely as possible, the rights of each of the parties
with respect to lands, resources and governance.
2.4.11 With respect to Category I lands,
(a) The Aboriginal nation has full rights of ownership
and primary jurisdiction in relation to lands and
renewable and non-renewable resources, including water, in accordance with the traditions of land
tenure and governance of the nation in question.
(b) Category I lands comprise any existing reserve and
settlement lands currently held by the Aboriginal
nation, as well as additional lands necessary to foster economic and cultural self-reliance and political
autonomy selected in accordance with the factors
listed in recommendation 2.4.5.
2.4.12 With respect to Category II lands,

M ?PMZM+ZW_VTIVL[IZMVW\I^IQTIJTMQV[]NÅKQMV\
Y]IV\Q\aÅVIVKQITZM[W]ZKM[JMXZW^QLML\WMVIJTM
land to be purchased from willing third parties.
2.4.7 The government of Canada adopt the principles outlined in recommendations 2.4.1 to 2.4.6 as
policy to guide its interaction with Aboriginal peoples
on matters of lands and resources allocation with respect to current and future negotiations and litigation.
2.4.8 The government of Canada propose these
principles for adoption by provincial and territorial
governments as well as national Aboriginal organizations during the development of the Canada-wide
framework agreement.
2.4.9 Following such consultations, the government
of Canada propose to Parliament that these principles,
appropriately revised as a result of the consultations,
be incorporated in an amendment to the legislation
establishing the treaty processes.
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(a) Category II lands would form a portion of the
traditional territory of the Aboriginal nation, that
portion being determined by the degree to which
Category I lands foster Aboriginal self-reliance.
(b) A number of Aboriginal and Crown rights with
respect to lands and resources would be recognized
by the agreement, and rights of governance and
jurisdiction could be shared among the parties.
2.4.13 With respect to Category III lands, a complete
set of Crown rights with respect to lands and governance
would be recognized by the agreement, subject to residual Aboriginal rights of access to historical and sacred
[Q\M[IVLP]V\QVOÅ[PQVOIVL\ZIXXQVOOZW]VL[XIZ\QKQpation in national and civic ceremonies and events, and
symbolic representation in certain institutions.
2.4.14 Aboriginal nations exercise legislative authority as follows:
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(a) primary and paramount legislative authority on
Category I lands;
(b) shared legislative authority on Category II lands; and
(c) limited, negotiated authority exercisable in respect
of citizens of the nation living on Category III lands
and elsewhere and in respect of access to historical
and sacred sites, participation in national and civic
ceremonies and events, and symbolic representation
in certain institutions.
2.4.15 As a general principle, lands currently held
at common law in fee simple or, in Quebec, that are
owned not be converted into Category I lands, unless
purchased from willing sellers.
2.4.16 In exceptional cases where the Aboriginal nation’s interests clearly outweigh the third party’s rights
IVLQV\MZM[\[QVI[XMKQÅKXIZKMT\PM+ZW_VM`XZWpriate the land at fair market value on behalf of the
Aboriginal party to convert it into Category I lands.
<PQ[_W]TLJMR][\QÅMLNWZM`IUXTM_PMZM
(a) a successful claim for the land might have been
UILM]VLMZ\PMM`Q[\QVO[XMKQÅKKTIQU[XWTQKa
based on the fact that reserve lands were unlawfully
or fraudulently surrendered in the past; or
J \PMTIVLQ[WNW]\[\IVLQVO\ZILQ\QWVIT[QOVQÅKIVKM\W
the Aboriginal party (such as an Aboriginal cemetery or spiritual site or a place of substantial cultural
[QOVQÅKIVKM
2.4.17 Lands that at common law are held in fee
simple or that in Quebec are owned can be included
within Category II lands.
2.4.18 Lands affected at common law by third-party
interests less than fee simple or under the civil law by
third-party rights of enjoyment other than ownership
may be selected as Category I lands. If such lands are
selected, the Aboriginal nation is to respect the original terms of all common law tenures and all civil law
dismemberments of ownership and personal rights of
enjoyment.
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2.4.19 In exceptional circumstances, where
)JWZQOQVITQV\MZM[\[[QOVQÅKIV\TaW]\_MQOP\PQZLXIZ\a
rights and interests, the Crown revoke the common law
tenure or the civil law dismemberment of ownership or
personal right of enjoyment at fair market value on behalf of the Aboriginal party to convert it into Category
1TIVL[-`IUXTM[WN_PMV\PQ[_W]TLJMR][\QÅMLIZM
where
(a) a successful claim for the land might have been
UILM]VLMZ\PMM`Q[\QVO[XMKQÅKKTIQU[XWTQKa[]KP
as reserve lands unlawfully or fraudulently surrendered in the past); or
J \PMTIVLQ[WNW]\[\IVLQVO\ZILQ\QWVIT[QOVQÅKIVKM\W
the Aboriginal party (such as an Aboriginal cemetery or spiritual site or a place of substantial cultural
[QOVQÅKIVKM
2.4.20 Lands affected at common law by interests
less than fee simple or under the civil law by rights of
enjoyment other than ownership can be selected as
Category II lands.
2.4.21 Existing parks and protected areas not be selected as Category I lands, except in exceptional cases
where the Aboriginal nation’s interests clearly outweigh
\PM+ZW_V¼[QV\MZM[\[QVI[XMKQÅKXIZKMT-`IUXTM[WN
_PMV\PQ[_W]TLJMR][\QÅMLIZM_PMZM
(a) a successful claim for all or part of the park or
protected area might have been made under the
M`Q[\QVO[XMKQÅKKTIQU[XWTQKa[]KPI[ZM[MZ^MTIVL[
unlawfully or fraudulently surrendered in the past);
(b) all or part of the park or protected area is of out[\IVLQVO\ZILQ\QWVIT[QOVQÅKIVKM\W\PM)JWZQOQVIT
party (such as an Aboriginal cemetery or spiritual
site); or
(c) a park occupies a substantial portion of a nation’s
territory.
2.4.22 Existing parks and protected areas, as well
as lands being considered for protected area or park
status, may be selected as Category II lands.
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2.4.23 Crown lands to which the public has access
be available for selection as Category I or II lands.
2.4.26 Provincial governments establish policies parallel to the processes and reforms proposed in recommendations 2.4.1 to 2.4.22.
2.4.27 Provincial governments participate fully
in the treaty-making and treaty implementation and
renewal processes and in negotiations on interim relief
agreements.
2.4.28 In addition to provisions made available under recommendations 2.4.2 to 2.4.5, provincial governments make Crown land available to an Aboriginal
nation where traditional Aboriginal territory became
provincial Crown land as the result of a breach of
Crown duty.
With respect to measures to provide interim relief pending the resolution of land negotiations, the
Commission recommends that
2.4.24 Federal and provincial governments recognize, in the Canada-wide framework agreement, the
critical role of interim relief agreements and agree on
principles and procedures to govern these agreements,
providing for
(a) the partial withdrawal of lands that are the subject
WNKTIQU[QVI[XMKQÅKKTIQU[\ZMI\aXZWKM[[#
(b) Aboriginal participation and consent in the use or
development of withdrawn lands; and
(c) revenues from royalties or taxation of resource
developments on the withdrawn lands to be held in
trust pending the outcome of the negotiation.
2.4.25 In relation to treaties, the companion legislation to the proposed royal proclamation state that the
parties have a duty to make reasonable efforts to reach
an interim relief agreement.
Regarding the jurisdiction and operation of the
Aboriginal Lands and Treaties Tribunal, the
Commission recommends that
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2.4.29 Federal companion legislation to the royal
proclamation provide for the establishment of an
independent administrative tribunal, to be called the
Aboriginal Lands and Treaties Tribunal.
2.4.30 Parliament, and provincial legislatures when
they are ready, confer on the tribunal the necessary
authority to enable it to discharge its statutory mandate
pertaining to both federal and provincial spheres of
jurisdiction.
2.4.31 Even without provincial delegation of powers to the tribunal, Parliament confer on the tribunal
jurisdiction to the full extent of federal constitutional
competence in respect of “Indians, and Lands reserved
for the Indians”, including the power to issue orders
binding provincial governments and others, when they
relate essentially to this head of federal competence.
2.4.32 The tribunal be established by federal statute
operative in two areas:
I [M\\TMUMV\WN[XMKQÅKKTIQU[QVKT]LQVO\PW[MZMmoved by the Aboriginal party from the broader
treaty-making, implementation and renewal processes; and
(b) treaty-making, implementation and renewal
processes.
2.4.33 1VZM[XMK\WN[XMKQÅKKTIQU[\PM\ZQJ]VIT¼[
jurisdiction include
(a) reviewing the adequacy of federal funding provided
to claimants;
(b) monitoring the good faith of the bargaining process
and making binding orders on those in breach; and
(c) adjudicating claims, or parts of claims, referred to it
by Aboriginal claimants and providing an appropriate remedy where called for.
2.4.34 In respect of the longer-term treaty-making,
implementation and renewal processes, the tribunal’s
jurisdiction include
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(a) reviewing the adequacy of federal funding to
Aboriginal parties;
(b) supervising the negotiation, implementation, and
conclusion of interim relief agreements, imposing
interim relief agreements in the event of a breach
of the duty to bargain in good faith, and granting
interim relief pending successful negotiations of a
new or renewed treaty, with respect to federal lands
and on provincial lands where provincial powers
have been so delegated;
(c) arbitrating any issues referred to it by the parties by
mutual consent;
(d) monitoring the good faith of the bargaining process;
(e) adjudicating, on request of an Aboriginal party,
questions of any Aboriginal or treaty rights that are
related to the negotiations and justiciable in a court
of law;
(f) investigating a complaint of non-compliance with
a treaty undertaking, adjudicating the dispute and
awarding an appropriate remedy when so empowered by the treaty parties; and
(g) recommending to the federal government, through
panels established for the purpose, whether a group
asserting the right of self-governance should be
recognized as an Aboriginal nation.
2.4.35 The enabling legislation direct the tribunal
to adopt a broad and progressive interpretation of the
treaties, not limiting itself to technical rules of eviLMVKMIVL\W\ISMQV\WIKKW]V\\PMÅL]KQIZaWJTQOItions of the Crown, Aboriginal customary and property law, and the relevant history of the parties’ relations.
2.4.36 The Aboriginal Lands and Treaties Tribunal
replace the Indian Claims Commission.
2.4.37 The tribunal’s jurisdiction to determine speKQÅKKTIQU[JMKWVK]ZZMV\_Q\P\PMR]ZQ[LQK\QWVWN\PM
superior courts of the provinces.
2.4.38 The membership and staff of the tribunal

S U M M A RY

OF

R ECOM M E N DAT IONS , VOLU M E S

1– 5

ON

A BOR IGI NA L P EOPL E S

I ZMÆMK\XIZQ\aJM\_MMV)JWZQOQVITIVLVWV)JWZQOinal nominees and staff at every level, including the
co-chairs of the tribunal; and
(b) be representative of the provinces and regions.
2.4.39 The process for appointing full-time and
part-time members to the tribunal be as follows:
(a) the appointment process be open;
(b) nomination be by Aboriginal people, nations, or organizations, the federal government, and provinces
that delegate powers to the tribunal;
(c) nominees approved by a screening committee be
Y]ITQÅMLIVLÅ\\W[MZ^MWV\PM\ZQJ]VIT#
(d) members be appointed by the federal government
on the joint recommendation of the minister of
justice and the proposed minister of Aboriginal
relations; and
(e) the terms of appointment of the co-chairs and
UMUJMZ[XZW^QLM\PI\L]ZQVO\PMQZXMZQWLWNWNÅKM
they be dismissable only for cause.
2.4.40 The tribunal operate as follows:
(a) emphasize informal procedures, respect the oral
and cultural traditions of Aboriginal nations, and
encourage direct participation by the parties;
(b) take an active role in ensuring the just and prompt
resolution of disputes;
(c) maintain a small central research and legal staff
and provide a registry for disputes; and
(d) hold hearings as close as is convenient to the site of
the dispute, with panels comprising members from
the region or province in question.
2.4.41 ,MKQ[QWV[WN\PM\ZQJ]VITJMÅVITIVLJQVLing and not subject to review by the courts, except on
constitutional grounds and for jurisdictional error or
breach of the duty of fairness under paragraphs 18.1(4)
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(a) and (b) of the Federal Court Act.
Concerning interim steps to expand First Nations’ land
base, the Commission recommends that
2.4.43 The federal government enter into an in\MZQU[XMKQÅKKTIQU[XZW\WKWT_Q\P\PM)[[MUJTaWN
First Nations embodying, at a minimum, the following
changes to current policy:
I \PM[KWXMWN\PM[XMKQÅKKTIQU[XWTQKaJMM`XIVLML
to include treaty-based claims;
J \PMLMÅVQ\QWVWN»TI_N]TWJTQOI\QWV¼IVL\PMKWUXMVsation guidelines contained in the policy embody
ÅL]KQIZaXZQVKQXTM[QVSMMXQVO_Q\P;]XZMUM+W]Z\
decisions on government’s obligations to Aboriginal
peoples;
(c) where a claim involves the loss of land, the government of Canada use all efforts to provide equivalent
land in compensation; only if restitution is impossible, or not desired by the First Nation, should
claims be settled in cash;
(d) to expedite claims, the government of Canada
XZW^QLM[QOVQÅKIV\ILLQ\QWVITZM[W]ZKM[NWZN]VLQVO
negotiation and resolution of claims;
(e) the government of Canada improve access to the
Indian Claims Commission and other dispute
resolution mechanisms as a means of addressing
QV\MZXZM\I\QWV[WN\PM[XMKQÅKKTIQU[XWTQKaQVKT]Ling submission to mediation and arbitration if
requested by claimants; and
(f) the government of Canada respond to recommendations of the Indian Claims Commission within
90 days of receipt, and where it disagrees with such
IZMKWUUMVLI\QWVOQ^M[XMKQÅK_ZQ\\MVZMI[WV[
2.4.44 The treaty land entitlement process be conducted as follows:
(a) the amount of land owing under treaty be calculatMLWV\PMJI[Q[WNXWX]TI\QWVÅO]ZM[I[WN\PMLI\M
new negotiations begin;
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J \PW[MXWX]TI\QWVÅO]ZM[QVKT]LM]ZJIVZM[QLMV\[
*QTT+JMVMÅKQIZQM[IVLVWV[\I\][1VLQIV[#IVL
(c) the federal government negotiate agreements with
the provinces stipulating that a full range of land
(including lands of value) be available for treaty
land entitlement selection.
2.4.45 Land purchases be conducted as follows:
(a) the federal government set up a land acquisition fund
to enable all Aboriginal peoples (First Nations, Inuit
and Métis) to purchase land on the open market;
(b) the basic principles of ‘willing seller, willing buyer’
apply to all land purchases;
(c) joint committees, with representatives from municipalities and neighbouring Aboriginal governments,
be formed to deal with issues of common concern;
(d) the federal government do its utmost to encourage
the creation of such committees;
(e) the federal government clarify the 1991 additions to
reserves policy to ensure that the process of consultation with municipalities does not give them a veto
over whether purchased lands are given reserve
status; and
(f) the federal government compensate municipalities
NWZ\PMTW[[WN\I`I[[M[[UMV\NWZIÅ`ML[]UWZ[XMKQÅK\MZUVW\IVQVLMÅVQ\MXMZQWLQN\PMU]VQKQpality can show that such loss would result from the
transfer of the purchased lands to reserve status.
2.4.46 Unsold surrendered lands be dealt with
as follows:
(a) the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development compile an inventory of all remaining
unsold surrendered lands in the departmental land
registry;
(b) unsold surrendered lands be returned to the community that originally surrendered them;
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(c) First Nations have the option of accepting alterna\Q^MTIVL[WZÅVIVKQITKWUXMV[I\QWVQV[\MILWN\PM
lands originally surrendered but not be compelled
to accept either; and
(d) governments negotiate protection of third-party
interests affected by the return of unsold surrendered lands, such as continued use of waterways
and rights of access to private lands.
2.4.47 If reserve or community lands were expropriated by or surrendered to the Crown for a public
purpose and the original purpose no longer exists, the
lands be dealt with as follows:
(a) the land revert to the First Nations communities in
question;
J QN\PMM`XZWXZQI\QWV_I[NWZ\PMJMVMÅ\WNI\PQZL
party (for example, a railway), the First Nations
KWUU]VQ\QM[PI^M\PMZQOP\WNÅZ[\ZMN][ITWV[]KP
lands;
(c) any costs of acquisition of these lands be negotiated
between the Crown and the First Nation, depending on the compensation given the First Nation
KWUU]VQ\a_PMV\PMTIVL_I[ÅZ[\IKY]QZML#
(d) if the land was held by the Crown, the costs associated with clean-up and environmental monitoring
be borne by the government department or agency
that controlled the lands;
(e) if the land was held by a third party, the costs associated with clean-up and environmental monitoring
be borne jointly by the Crown and the third party;
(f) if an Aboriginal community does not wish the
return of expropriated lands because of environmental damage or other reasons, they receive other
TIVL[QVKWUXMV[I\QWVWZÅVIVKQITKWUXMV[I\QWV
equivalent to fair market value; and
(g) the content of such compensation package be
determined by negotiation or, failing that, by the
Aboriginal Lands and Treaties Tribunal.
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Regarding interim measures to improve Aboriginal
peoples’ access to resource-based economic opportunities, the Commission recommends that
2.4.48 With respect to the general issue of improving
Aboriginal access to natural resources on Crown land:
(a) the federal government seek the co-operation of
provincial and territorial governments in drafting a
VI\QWVITKWLMWNXZQVKQXTM[\WZMKWOVQbMIVLINÅZU
the continued exercise of traditional Aboriginal
IK\Q^Q\QM[P]V\QVOÅ[PQVO\ZIXXQVOIVLOI\PMZQVO
of medicinal and other plants) on Crown lands; and
(b) the provinces and territories amend relevant legislation to incorporate such a code.
2.4.49 With respect to forest resources on reserves,
the federal government take the following steps:
(a) immediately provide adequate funding to complete
forest inventories, management plans and reforestation of Indian lands;
(b) ensure that adequate forest management expertise
is available to First Nations;
(c) consult with Aboriginal governments to develop a
joint policy statement delineating their respective
responsibilities in relation to Indian reserve forests;
(d) develop an operating plan to implement its own
ZM[XWV[QJQTQ\QM[I[LMÅVML\PZW]OP\PMRWQV\XWTQKa
development process;
(e) continue the Indian forest lands program, but modQNaQ\[WJRMK\Q^M[\WZMÆMK\IVLQV\MOZI\M\ZILQ\QWVIT
knowledge and the resource values of First Nations
communities with objectives of timber production;
and
(f) in keeping with the goal of Aboriginal nation building, provide for the delivery of the Indian forest
lands program by First Nations organizations (as
has been the case with the Treaty 3 region of northwestern Ontario).
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2.4.50 The following steps be taken with respect to
Aboriginal access to forest resources on Crown lands:
(a) the federal government work with the provinces, the
territories and Aboriginal communities to improve
Aboriginal access to forest resources on Crown lands;
(b) the federal government, as part of its obligation to
protect traditional Aboriginal activities on provincial Crown lands, actively promote Aboriginal
involvement in provincial forest management and
planning; as with the model forest program, this
would include bearing part of the costs;
(c) the federal government, in keeping with the goal of
)JWZQOQVITVI\QWVJ]QTLQVOOQ^MKWV\QV]QVOÅVIVcial and logistical support to Aboriginal peoples’
regional and national forest resources associations;
(d) the provinces encourage their large timber licensees
to provide for forest management partnerships with
)JWZQOQVITÅZU[_Q\PQV\PM\ZILQ\QWVIT\MZZQ\WZQM[WN
Aboriginal communities;
(e) the provinces encourage partnerships or joint
ventures between Aboriginal forest operating
KWUXIVQM[IVLW\PMZÅZU[\PI\ITZMILaPI^M_WWL
processing facilities;
(f) the provinces give Aboriginal people the right of
ÅZ[\ZMN][ITWV]VITTWKI\ML+ZW_V\QUJMZKTW[M\W
reserves or Aboriginal communities;
(g) the provinces, to promote greater harmony with
generally less intensive Aboriginal forest management practices and traditional land-use activities,
[PW_OZMI\MZÆM`QJQTQ\aQV\PMQZ\QUJMZUIVIOMUMV\
policies and guidelines; this might include reducing
annual allowable cut requirements and experimenting with lower harvesting rates, smaller logging areas and longer maintenance of areas left unlogged;
(h) provincial and territorial governments make provision for a special role for Aboriginal governments in
reviewing forest management and operating plans
within their traditional territories; and
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(i) provincial and territorial governments make
Aboriginal land-use studies a requirement of all forest management plans.
2.4.51 1VSMMXQVO_Q\PQ\[ÅL]KQIZaWJTQOI\QWV\W
Aboriginal peoples, the federal government renegotiate
existing agreements with the provinces (for example,
the 1924 agreement with Ontario and the 1930 natural
resource transfer agreements in the prairie provinces) to
MV[]ZM\PI\.QZ[\6I\QWV[WJ\IQV\PMN]TTJMVMÅKQITQV\MZest in minerals, oil and natural gas located on reserves.
2.4.52 The federal government amend the Indian
mining regulations to conform to the Indian oil and
gas regulations and require companies operating on
reserves to employ First Nations residents.
2.4.53 The federal government work with First
Nations and the mining industry (and if necessary
amend the Indian mining regulations and the Indian oil
and gas regulations) to ensure the development of management experience among Aboriginal people and the
transfer to them of industry knowledge and expertise.
2.4.54 The provinces require companies, as part of
their operating licence, to develop Aboriginal land use
plans to
(a) protect traditional harvesting and other areas (for
example, sacred sites); and
(b) compensate those adversely affected by mining or
drilling (for example, Aboriginal hunters, trappers
IVLÅ[PMZ[
2.4.55 Land use plans be developed in consultation
with affected Aboriginal communities as follows:
(a) Aboriginal communities receive intervener funding
to carry out the consultation process;
(b) intervener funding be delivered through a body at
arm’s length from the company and the respective
provincial ministry responsible for the respective
natural resource; and
(c) funding for this body come from licence fees and
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from provincial or federal government departments
responsible for the environment.
2.4.56 The provinces require that a compensation
fund be set up and that contributions to it be part of
licence fees. Alternatively, governments could consider
this an allowable operating expense for corporate tax
purposes.
2.4.57 The federal government work with the
provinces and with Aboriginal communities to ensure
that the steps we recommend are carried out. Federal
participation could include cost-sharing arrangements
with the provinces.
2.4.62 The principles enunciated by the Supreme
Court of Canada in the Sparrow decision be implemented as follows:
(a) provincial and territorial governments ensure that
their regulatory and management regimes acknowledge the priority of Aboriginal subsistence
harvesting;
J NWZ\PMX]ZXW[M[WN\PM;XIZZW_XZQWZQ\QM[\PMLMÅnition of ‘conservation’ not be established by govMZVUMV\WNÅKQIT[J]\JMVMOW\QI\ML_Q\P)JWZQOQVIT
governments and incorporate respect for traditional
ecological knowledge and Aboriginal principles of
resource management; and
(c) the subsistence needs of non-Aboriginal people living in remote regions of Canada (that is, long-standing residents of remote areas, not transients) be
ranked next in the Sparrow order of priority after
those of Aboriginal people and ahead of all comUMZKQITWZZMKZMI\QWVITÅ[PIVL_QTLTQNMPIZ^M[\QVO
2.4.63 All provinces follow the example set by
Canada and certain provinces (for example, Ontario
and British Columbia) in buying up and turning over
KWUUMZKQITÅ[PQVOY]W\I[\W)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM<PQ[
would constitute partial restitution for historical inequities in commercial allocations.
2.4.64 <PM[QbMWN)JWZQOQVITKWUUMZKQITÅ[PQVO
allocations be based on measurable criteria that
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(a) are developed by negotiation rather than developed
and imposed unilaterally by government;
(b) are not based, for example, on a community’s aggregate subsistence needs alone; and
(c) recognize the fact that resources are essential for
building Aboriginal economies and that Aboriginal
XMWXTMU][\JMIJTM\WUISMIXZWÅ\NZWU\PMQZ
KWUUMZKQITÅ[PMZQM[
2.4.65 Canada and the provinces apply the priorities
set out in the Sparrow decision to Aboriginal commerKQITÅ[PMZQM[[W\PI\\PM[MÅ[PMZQM[QV\QUM[WN[KIZKQ\a
(a) have greater priority than non-Aboriginal commerKQITQV\MZM[\[IVL[XWZ\Å[PQVO#IVL
(b) remain ranked below conservation and Aboriginal
(and, in remote areas, non-Aboriginal) domestic
NWWLÅ[PQVO
2.4.66 The federal government ensure effective
Aboriginal representation on the Canadian commission
[M\]X]VLMZ\PM! 8IKQÅK;ITUWV<ZMI\a_Q\P\PM
United States.
2.4.67 To establish adequate baseline data for assessing the relative impact of the Aboriginal and nonAboriginal harvest, and to assist in determining quotas
to be allocated in accordance with the principles set out
in the Sparrow decision, federal and provincial governments improve their data gathering on the non-AborigQVITPIZ^M[\WNÅ[PIVL_QTLTQNM
2.4.68 Federal and provincial governments carry out
joint studies with Aboriginal people to determine the
size of the Aboriginal harvest and the respective effects
of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal harvesting methods
on stocks.
2.4.69 Public education form a major component
WNOW^MZVUMV\Å[PMZQM[XWTQKa<PQ[_QTTZMY]QZM
joint strategies to inform the public about Aboriginal
XMZ[XMK\Q^M[WVÅ[PQVO\WZM[WT^MLQNNMZMVKM[IVL\W
W^MZKWUMNMIZ[\PI\)JWZQOQVITMV\ZaQV\WÅ[PMZQM[_QTT
UMIVW^MZÅ[PQVOTW[[WNKWV\ZWTWZTW[[WNXZWXMZ\a
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2.4.70 Provincial and territorial governments take
the following action with respect to hunting:
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(a) acknowledge that treaty harvesting rights apply
throughout the entire area covered by treaty, even
if that area includes more than one province or
territory;

2.4.74 Unless already dealt with in a comprehensive
land claims agreement, revenues from commercial
water developments (hydroelectric dams and commercial irrigation projects) that already exist and operate
within the traditional land use areas of Aboriginal
communities be directed to the communities affected
as follows:

(b) leave it to Aboriginal governments to work out the
kinds of reciprocal arrangements necessary for
Aboriginal harvesting across treaty boundaries; and

(a) they receive a continuous portion of the revenues
derived from the development for the life of the
project; and

K QV\ZWL]KM[XMKQÅKJQOOIUMY]W\I[WZ[MI[WV[NWZTWKIT
non-Aboriginal residents in the mid- and far north.

(b) the amount of revenues be the subject of negotiations between the Aboriginal community(ies) and
either the hydroelectric utility or the province.

2.4.71 Provincial and territorial governments take
\PMNWTTW_QVOIK\QWV_Q\PZM[XMK\\WW]\Å\\QVO"
I QVKZMI[M\PMQZITTWKI\QWVWN\W]ZQ[\W]\Å\\MZ[¼TQKMVKM[
or leases to Aboriginal people, for example,
(i) by including exclusive allocations in certain
geographical areas, as Ontario now does north
of the 50th parallel;
QQJaOQ^QVOXZQWZQ\aWNIKKM[[NWZILMÅVMLXMZQWL
to all new licences; and
QQQJaOQ^QVO)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM\PMZQOP\WNÅZ[\ZMfusal on licences or leases that are being given up.
J VW\QUXW[MWVMXIZ\QK]TIZ[\aTMWNW]\Å\\QVOJ][QVM[[
TWLOMJI[MLÆaQVP]V\QVOIVLÅ[PQVOI[\PMWVTa
model; and
K MVKW]ZIOM)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM\WLM^MTWXW]\Å\\QVO
businesses based on their own cultural values.
2.4.72 By agreement, and subject to local capacity,
provincial and territorial governments devolve trapline
management to Aboriginal governments.
2.4.73 In Quebec, where exclusive Aboriginal trapping preserves have existed for many decades, the
provincial government devolve trapline management of
these territories to Aboriginal governments and share
overall management responsibilities with them.
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2.4.75 If potential hydroelectric development
sites exist within the traditional territory(ies) of the
Aboriginal community(ies), the community have the
ZQOP\WNÅZ[\ZMN][IT\WIKY]QZM\PM_I\MZZQOP\[NWZ
hydro development.
2.4.76 If a Crown utility or non-utility company
already has the right to develop a hydro site within the
traditional territory of an Aboriginal community, the
provinces require these companies to develop socioeconomic agreements (training, employment, business
contracts, joint venture, equity partnerships) with the
affected Aboriginal community as part of their operating licence or procedures.
2.4.77 Federal and provincial governments revise
their water management policy and legislation to accommodate Aboriginal participation in existing management processes as follows:
(a) the federal government amend the Canada Water
Act to provide for guaranteed Aboriginal representation on existing interjurisdictional management
boards (for example, the Lake of the Woods Control
Board) and establish federal/provincial/Aboriginal
arrangements where none currently exist; and
(b) provincial governments amend their water resource
legislation to provide for Aboriginal participation in
water resource planning and for the establishment of
co-management boards on their traditional lands.
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With regard to measures to implement co-jurisdiction or co-management of lands and resources, the
Commission recommends that
2.4.78 The following action be taken with respect to
co-management and co-jurisdiction:
(a) the federal government work with provincial and
territorial governments and Aboriginal governments in creating co-management or co-jurisdiction
arrangements for the traditional territories of
Aboriginal nations;
(b) such co-management arrangements serve as interim
measures until the conclusion of treaty negotiations
with the Aboriginal party concerned;
(c) co-management bodies be based on relative parity of membership between Aboriginal nations and
government representatives;
(d) co-management bodies respect and incorporate the
traditional knowledge of Aboriginal people; and
(e) provincial and territorial governments provide
secure long-term funding for co-management bodies to ensure stability and enable them to build the
necessary management skills and expertise (which
would involve cost sharing on the part of the federal
government).
Regarding the ownership and management of cultural
and historic sites, the Commission recommends that
2.4.58 Federal, provincial and territorial governments enact legislation to establish a process aimed at
recognizing
(a) Aboriginal peoples as the owners of cultural sites,
archaeological resources, religious and spiritual
objects, and sacred and burial sites located within
their traditional territories;
(b) Aboriginal people as having sole jurisdiction over
sacred, ceremonial, spiritual and burial sites within
their traditional territories, whether these sites are
located on unoccupied Crown land or on occupied
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Crown lands (such as on lands under forest tenure
or parks);
(c) Aboriginal people as having at least shared jurisdiction over all other sites (such as historical camps or
^QTTIOM[N]Z\ZILMXW[\[WZÅ[PQVO[\I\QWV[#IVL
(d) Aboriginal people as being entitled to issue permits
and levy (or share in) the fees charged for access to,
or use of, such sites.
2.4.59 In the case of heritage sites located on private
land, the federal government negotiate with landowners to acknowledge Aboriginal jurisdiction and rights
of access or to purchase these sites if there is a willing
seller, so that they can be turned over to the appropriate Aboriginal government.
2.4.60 The federal government amend the National
Parks Act to permit traditional Aboriginal activity in
national parks and, where appropriate, Aboriginal
ownership of national parks, on the Australian
model. Parks could then be leased back to the Crown
and managed jointly by federal and Aboriginal
governments.
2.4.61 Federal, provincial and territorial governments develop legislation and policies to protect and
manage Aboriginal heritage resources in accordance
with criteria set by negotiation with Aboriginal governments. These might include
(a) detailed heritage impact assessment and protection
guidelines for operations involving such activities as
forestry, mining, aggregate extraction, road building, tourism and recreation;
(b) funding and undertaking heritage resource inventories, documentation and related research, and
IZKPIMWTWOQKITIVLW\PMZ[KQMV\QÅK[]Z^MaQVXIZ\nership with Aboriginal governments; and
(c) carrying out salvage excavation or mitigative
measures at sites threatened by development, looting, resource extraction or natural causes such as
erosion, and providing for Aboriginal monitoring of
archaeological excavations.
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With respect to public involvement in lands negotiations, the Commission recommends that
2.4.42 Public education be a major part of treaty
processes and of the mandates of the treaty commissions and Aboriginal Lands and Treaties Tribunal, in
keeping with the following principles:
(a) federal and provincial governments keep the public
fully informed about the nature and scope of negotiations with Aboriginal peoples and not unduly
restrict the release of internal reports and other
research material;
(b) Aboriginal parties participate in educating the
general public and ensure that their members fully
understand the nature and scope of their negotiations with provincial and federal governments;
(c) the federal government ensure that negotiation proKM[[M[PI^M[]NÅKQMV\N]VLQVONWZX]JTQKML]KI\QWV#
and
(d) treaties and similar documents be written in clear
and understandable language.

Chapter 5
Economic Development
With respect to co-operative arrangements between
Aboriginal and other governments in Canada to promote economic development, the Commission recommends that
2.5.1 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
enter into long-term economic development agreements
with Aboriginal nations, or institutions representing
several nations, to provide multi-year funding to support economic development.
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(b) resources from all government agencies and departments with an economic development-related
mandate be channelled through the agreement;
(c) policies and instruments to achieve the goals be
designed by the Aboriginal party;
(d) development activities include, but not necessarily
be limited to, training, economic planning, provision of business services, equity funding, and loans
and loan guarantees;
(e) performance under the agreement be monitored
every two years against agreed criteria; and
(f) funds available for each agreement be determined
on the basis of need, capacity to use the resources,
and progress of the Aboriginal entity toward
self-reliance.
2.5.3 Aboriginal nations that have negotiated
modern treaties encompassing full self-government
have full jurisdiction over their economic development programs, which should be funded through
\PMQZ\ZMI\a[M\\TMUMV\[Å[KIT\ZIV[NMZ[IVL\PMQZW_V
revenue sources, and that businesses on these territories
continue to be eligible for regional, business or trade
development programs administered by Canadian
governments for businesses generally.
2.5.5 )JWZQOQVITVI\QWV[ZMKMQ^MÅVIVKQITIVL\MKPnical support to establish and develop economic institutions through the federal funding we propose be made
available for the reconstruction of Aboriginal nations
and their institutions (see recommendations in Chapter
3 of this volume).
With regard to building capacity within Aboriginal
nations to pursue economic development, the
Commission recommends that

2.5.2 Economic development agreements have the
following characteristics:

2.5.4 Aboriginal nations give high priority to establishing and developing economic institutions that

(a) the goals and principles for Aboriginal economic
development be agreed upon by the parties;

 ZMÆMK\\PMVI\QWV¼[]VLMZTaQVO^IT]M[#
 IZMLM[QOVML\WJMIKKW]V\IJTM\W\PMVI\QWV#IVL
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 IZMXZW\MK\MLNZWUQVIXXZWXZQI\MXWTQ\QKIT
interference.
2.5.6 Responsibility for economic development be divided between the nation and community governments
so that policy capacity, specialist services and major
investment responsibility reside with the nation’s institutions, which would then interact with community economic development personnel at the community level.
2.5.7 The recommended Aboriginal Peoples’
International University establish a Canada-wide
research and development capacity in Aboriginal
economic development with close links to the developing network of Aboriginally controlled education and
training institutions.
2.5.8 Leaders of municipalities, counties and larger
regional bodies and their Aboriginal counterparts
consider how to reduce the isolation between them and
LM^MTWXIU]\]ITTaJMVMÅKQITZMTI\QWV[PQX
Recognizing the importance of lands and resources to
Aboriginal economic development, the Commission
recommends that
2.5.12 Federal and provincial governments promote
Aboriginal economic development by recognizing that
lands and resources are a major factor in enabling
Aboriginal nations and their communities to become
self-reliant.
2.5.9 Until self-government and co-jurisdiction
arrangements are made, federal and provincial governments require third parties that are renewing or obtaining new resource licences on traditional Aboriginal
\MZZQ\WZQM[\WXZW^QLM[QOVQÅKIV\JMVMÅ\[\W)JWZQOQVIT
communities, including
 XZMNMZMV\QIT\ZIQVQVOIVLMUXTWaUMV\WXXWZ\]VQ\QM[
in all aspects of the resource operation;
 XZMNMZZMLIKKM[[\W[]XXTaKWV\ZIK\[#
 ZM[XMK\NWZ\ZILQ\QWVIT][M[WN\PM\MZZQ\WZa#IVL
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2.5.10 The efforts of resource development companies, Aboriginal nations and communities, and governUMV\[JMLQZMK\ML\WM`XIVLQVO\PMZIVOMWNJMVMÅ\[
derived from resource development in traditional
territories to achieve
 TM^MT[WN\ZIQVQVOIVLMUXTWaUMV\IJW^M\PMMV\Za
level, including managerial;
 IVMY]Q\aXW[Q\QWVQVZM[W]ZKMLM^MTWXUMV\XZWRMK\[#
and
 I[PIZMWNMKWVWUQKZMV\[LMZQ^MLNZWU\PMXZWRMK\[
2.5.11 Unions in these resource sectors participate
in and co-operate with implementation of this policy,
because of the extraordinary under-representation of
Aboriginal people in these industries.
2.5.13 )JWZQOQVITOW^MZVUMV\[_Q\P\PMÅVIVKQIT
and technical support of federal, provincial and territorial governments, undertake to strengthen their capacity to manage and develop lands and resources. This
requires in particular
(a) establishing or strengthening, as appropriate,
Aboriginal institutions for the management and
development of Aboriginal lands and resources;
(b) identifying the knowledge and skills requirements
needed to staff such institutions;
(c) undertaking urgent measures in education, training
and work experience to prepare Aboriginal personnel in these areas;
(d) enlisting communities in dedicated efforts to support
and sustain their people in acquiring the necessary
education, training and work experience; and
(e) seconding personnel from other governments and
agencies so that these institutions can exercise their
mandates.
Regarding the role of agriculture in economic development, the Commission recommends that

 IKKMX\IVKMWN)JWZQOQVITMV^QZWVUMV\IT[\IVLIZL[
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2.5.14 The government of Canada remove from
Aboriginal economic development strategies such as
CAEDS and related programs any limitations that
impede equitable access to them by Métis farmers and
Aboriginal owners of small farms generally.
2.5.15 The government of Canada restore the funding of Indian agricultural organizations and related
programs and support similar organizations and services for Métis farmers.
2.5.16 Band councils, with the support of the federal
government, undertake changes in patterns of land ten]ZMIVLTIVL][M[W\PI\MNÅKQMV\^QIJTMZM[MZ^MNIZU[
or ranches can be established.
2.5.17 The government of Canada implement
the recommendations of the Aboriginal Agriculture
Industrial Adjustment Services Committee designed
to advance the education and training of Aboriginal
people in agriculture.
With respect to measures to promote business development, the Commission recommends that
2.5.18 Governments, as a high priority, improve
their economic development programming by
(a) developing business advisory services that combine
professional expertise with detailed knowledge of
Aboriginal communities; and
(b) placing these advisory services within the emerging
economic development institutions of Aboriginal
nations.
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the federal government in establishing effective setI[QLMXZWOZIU[\WJMVMÅ\)JWZQOQVITJ][QVM[[M[IVL
that municipal governments with large proportions of
Aboriginal residents also undertake these programs.
:MOIZLQVO\PMÅVIVKQVOWN)JWZQOQVITMKWVWUQKIVL
business development, the Commission recommends
that
2.5.22 Banks, trust companies and credit union
federations (the caisses populaires in Quebec), with the
ZMO]TI\WZaIVLÅVIVKQITI[[Q[\IVKMWNNMLMZITXZW^QVcial and territorial governments, take immediate and
effective steps to make banking services available in
or readily accessible to all Aboriginal communities in
Canada.
2.5.23 Federal, provincial and territorial governUMV\[I[_MTTI[ÅVIVKQITQV[\Q\]\QWV[[]XXWZ\\PMLMvelopment of micro-lending programs as an important
tool to develop very small businesses. Governments
and institutions should make capital available to these
programs and support the operating costs of the organizations that manage them.
2.5.24 Revolving community loan funds be developed and that federal, provincial and territorial governments review their policies about the establishment
and operation of such funds and remove administrative
and other barriers.
2.5.25 Federal and Aboriginal governments ensure that programs to provide equity to Aboriginal
entrepreneurs
 KWV\QV]MNWZI\TMI[\UWZMaMIZ[#

2.5.19 The capacity for trade promotion be built
into the sectoral and other economic development organizations of Aboriginal nations, as appropriate.
2.5.20 The international trade promotion agencies of the federal and provincial governments, in
co-operation with Aboriginal producers and economic
development institutions, actively seek out markets for
Aboriginal goods and services abroad.
2.5.21
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Provincial and territorial governments join

 PI^M[]NÅKQMV\ZM[W]ZKM[\WWXMZI\MI\ITM^MTWN
business formation equivalent to the highest rate
experienced in the last decade; and
 ITTW_NWZIOZW_\PZI\MWNIUQVQU]UXMZKMV\I
year from that level.
2.5.26 The contribution of equity capital from
government programs always be conditional on the
individual entrepreneur providing some of the equity
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required by the business from the entrepreneur’s own
funds.
2.5.27 Resources for economic development be an
important element in treaty settlements.
2.5.28 Aboriginal nations that have entered into
modern treaties, including comprehensive claims,
fund their programs to provide equity contributions
to entrepreneurs from their own revenue sources, with
businesses retaining access to all government programs
available to mainstream Canadian businesses.
2.5.29 Equity contribution programs funded by the
federal government be administered as follows:
(a) Programs be administered wherever possible by
Aboriginal institutions according to development
arrangements set out above.
(b) Funds for this purpose be allocated to the nation
concerned as part of a general economic development agreement.
K 8ZWOZIU[JMILUQVQ[\MZMLJaNMLMZITWNÅKQIT[WVTa
where Aboriginal institutions have not developed to
serve the client base.
2.5.30 The federal government strengthen the
network of Aboriginal capital corporations (ACCs)
through measures such as
 XZW^QLQVOWXMZI\QVO[]J[QLQM[\W_MTTUIVIOML
ACCs to acknowledge their developmental role;
 MVIJTQVO)++[\WILUQVQ[\MZ+IVILI5WZ\OIOM
and Housing Corporation and DIAND housing
funds; and
 XZW^QLQVOQV\MZM[\ZI\M[]J[QLQM[IVLTWIVO]IZIVtees on capital ACCs raise from the private sector.
2.5.31 Aboriginal capital corporations take appropriate measures, with the assistance of the federal
government, to improve
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 \PMQZLMOZMMWNKWTTIJWZI\QWV_Q\PW\PMZ)++[#IVL
 \PMQZZM[XWV[Q^MVM[[\W[MOUMV\[WN\PM)JWZQOQVIT
population that have not been well served in the past.
2.5.32 Federal and provincial governments assist
in the formation of Aboriginal venture capital corporations by extending tax credits to investors in such
corporations. These corporations should have a status
similar to labour-sponsored venture capital corporations and should be subject to the same stringent performance requirements. Tax credits should be available
to the extent that Aboriginal venture capital corpora\QWV[QV^M[\QVXZWRMK\[\PI\JMVMÅ\)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM
2.5.33 A national Aboriginal development bank
be established, staffed and controlled by Aboriginal
people, with capacity to
 XZW^QLMMY]Q\aIVLTWIVÅVIVKQVOIVL\MKPVQKITI[sistance to large-scale Aboriginal business projects;
and
 WNNMZLM^MTWXUMV\JWVL[IVL[QUQTIZ^MPQKTM[\W
raise capital from private individuals and corporations for Aboriginal economic development, with
such investments being eligible for tax credits.
2.5.34 The process for establishing the bank be
as follows:
 <PMNMLMZITOW^MZVUMV\_Q\P\PMIXXZWXZQI\M
Aboriginal organizations, undertakes the background studies required to establish a bank.
 )JWZQOQVITOW^MZVUMV\[LM^MTWX\PMXZWXW[IT\W
establish the bank and, along with private sources,
provide the initial capital. The federal government
should match that capital in the initial years, retiring its funding as the bank reaches an agreed level
of growth. Earnings on the portion of the capital
lent by the federal government would be available
to increase the rate of return to private investors in
the early years of the bank’s operations.
 <PMNMLMZITOW^MZVUMV\QV\ZWL]KM[\PMVMKM[[IZa
legislation in Parliament.

 \PMQZILUQVQ[\ZI\Q^MMNÅKQMVKa#
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 0QOPTaM`XMZQMVKMLUIVIOMUMV\Q[PQZMLJa\PM
bank with a clear mandate to recruit and train
outstanding Aboriginal individuals for leadership of
the bank’s future operations.
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Aboriginal employment services and other organizations, for training and qualifying Aboriginal
XMWXTM\WÅTTXW[Q\QWV[QVÅMTL[QLMV\QÅML\PZW]OP
forecasting.

2.5.35 The board of directors of the bank have an
Aboriginal majority and be chosen for their expertise.

2.5.39 These employment equity programs be
strengthened by

With respect to employment development, the
Commission recommends that

 M`XIVLQVO\PMZIVOMWNMUXTWaMZ[KW^MZMLJaNMLeral, provincial and territorial legislation; and

2.5.36 Federal and provincial governments fund a
major 10-year initiative for employment development
and training that is

 UISQVO\PMI]LQ\QVOUWVQ\WZQVOIVLMVNWZKMUMV\
mechanisms more effective.

 IQUMLI\XZMXIZQVO)JWZQOQVITXMWXTMNWZU]KP
greater participation in emerging employment
opportunities;
 [XWV[WZMLJa)JWZQOQVITVI\QWV[WZZMOQWVITTa
based Aboriginal institutions;
 LM^MTWXMLQVKWTTIJWZI\QWV_Q\PX]JTQKIVLXZQ^I\M
sector employers and educational and training institutions; and
 UIVLI\WZaNWZX]JTQK[MK\WZMUXTWaMZ[
2.5.37 This initiative include
 QLMV\QÅKI\QWVWNN]\]ZMMUXTWaUMV\OZW_\PJa
sector;

2.5.40 Canadian governments provide the resources
to enable Aboriginal employment service agencies to
(a) locate in all major urban areas;
J PI^M[\IJTMTWVO\MZUÅVIVKQIT[]XXWZ\#
(c) play a lead role in the 10-year employment initiative, contribute to the effectiveness of employment
equity, and offer the wide range of services required
by a diverse clientele; and
(d) evolve from being a program of federal, provincial
and territorial governments to being one of the services provided by Aboriginal institutions on behalf
of Aboriginal governments where appropriate, with
IXXZWXZQI\MÅVIVKQIT\ZIV[NMZ[\WJMVMOW\QI\ML
2.5.41

 KTI[[ZWWUIVLWV\PMRWJ\ZIQVQVONWZMUMZOQVO
employment opportunities;

Aboriginal nations adopt policies whereby

 \PMQZUMUJMZ[KWV\QV]M\WI[[]UMXW[Q\QWV[QV\PM
public service within their communities;

 \MZUMUXTWaUMV\_Q\PXIZ\QKQXI\QVOMUXTWaMZ[#IVL
 XMZUIVMV\MUXTWaUMV\JI[MLWVUMZQ\
2.5.38 Employment equity programs for Aboriginal
people adopt a new long-term approach involving
 \PMNWZMKI[\QVOJaMUXTWaMZ[WNTIJW]ZNWZKMVMML[#
and
 \PMLM^MTWXUMV\WN[\ZI\MOQM[QVKWTTIJWZI\QWV_Q\P
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 I[U]KPI[XW[[QJTM\PMaJ]aOWWL[IVL[MZ^QKM[
from Aboriginal companies; and
 \PMaXZW^QLMWXXWZ\]VQ\QM[NWZ[SQTT[LM^MTWXUMV\
business growth and the recycling of spending
within their communities.
2.5.42 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial
governments enter into agreements to establish roles,
policies and funding mechanisms to ensure that child
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care needs are met in all Aboriginal communities.
2.5.43 The federal government resume funding
research and pilot projects, such as those funded under
the Child Care Initiatives Fund, until alternative,
stable funding arrangements for child care services can
be established.
2.5.44 Aboriginal organizations and governments
assign a high priority to the provision of child care
services in conjunction with major employment and
business development initiatives, encouraging an active
role for community volunteers as well as using social
assistance funding to meet these needs.
2.5.45 Provincial and territorial governments amend
their legislation respecting the licensing and monitorQVOWNKPQTLKIZM[MZ^QKM[\WXZW^QLMUWZMÆM`QJQTQ\aQV
\PM[\IVLIZL[NWZKMZ\QÅKI\QWVIVLNWZNIKQTQ\QM[\PI\\ISM
into account the special circumstances of Aboriginal
peoples.
2.5.46 To rebuild Aboriginal economies, all governments pay particular attention to
 \PMQUXWZ\IVKMWNMVZWTUMV\QVML]KI\QWVIVL
training programs and of retention and graduation;
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employment and social development in Aboriginal
communities, whether in rural or urban settings.
2.5.48 /W^MZVUMV\[XZW^QLQVOÅVIVKQIT[]XXWZ\NWZ
social assistance encourage and support proposals from
Aboriginal nations and communities to make innovative use of social assistance funds for employment and
social development purposes and that Aboriginal nations and communities have the opportunity
(a) to pursue personal development, training and
employment under an individual entitlement approach, and
(b) to pursue the improvement of community infrastructure and social and economic development
under a community entitlement approach.
2.5.49 In their active use of social assistance and
other income support funds, Aboriginal nations and
communities not be restricted to promoting participation in the wage economy but also be encouraged
to support continued participation in the traditional
mixed economy through income support for hunters,
\ZIXXMZ[IVLÅ[PMZ[IVL\PZW]OPW\PMZXZWRMK\[IQUML
at improving community life.

 [\ZMVO\PMVQVO\PM\MIKPQVOWNUI\PMUI\QK[IVL\PM
sciences at the elementary and secondary levels;

2.5.50 Aboriginal control over the design and administration of social assistance programs be the foundation of any reform of the social assistance system.

 QUXZW^QVOIKKM[[\WIVLKWUXTM\QWVWNUI\PMUI\QK[
and science-based programs at the post-secondary
level; and

2.5.51 All governments support a holistic approach
to social assistance programming for Aboriginal
peoples that is

 UISQVOIXXZWXZQI\MXZWOZIU[WN[\]LaI^IQTIJTMQV
ÅMTL[\PI\IZMZMTM^IV\\W\PMMKWVWUQKLM^MTWXUMV\
of Aboriginal communities (for example, business
management, economic development and the management of lands and resources).

 ZWW\MLQV)JWZQOQVIT[WKQM\aQ\[\ZILQ\QWV[IVL
values;

With respect to restructuring social assistance programs to support employment and social development,
the Commission recommends that

 M`XTQKQ\TaQVKT]LMLQV\PMLM[QOVIVLWXMZI\QWV
of any new institutions or programs created to
implement social assistance reform as it relates to
Aboriginal people and communities.

2.5.47 Social assistance funds be directed toward a
more dynamic system of programming that supports
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 IQUMLI\QV\MOZI\QVO[WKQITIVLMKWVWUQKLM^MTWXment; and

2.5.52

Initiatives to reform the design and
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administration of social assistance encourage proposals from Aboriginal nations and tribal councils, acting
on behalf of and in co-operation with their member
communities.

VOLUME 3

GATHER ING STR ENGTH
Chapter 2
The Family
The Commission recommends that
3.2.1 The government of Canada acknowledge a
ÅL]KQIZaZM[XWV[QJQTQ\a\W[]XXWZ\)JWZQOQVITVI\QWV[
and their communities in restoring Aboriginal families
to a state of health and wholeness.
3.2.2 Aboriginal, provincial, territorial and federal
governments promptly acknowledge that child welfare
is a core area of self-government in which Aboriginal
nations can undertake self-starting initiatives.
3.2.3 Aboriginal, provincial, territorial and federal
governments promptly reach agreements on the authority of Aboriginal nations and their communities for
child welfare, and its relation to provincial, territorial
and federal laws respecting child welfare.
3.2.4 Block funding be provided to child welfare
agencies mandated by Aboriginal governments or communities to facilitate a shift in focus from alternative
child care to family support.
3.2.5 Until community of interest governments
are established in urban and non-reserve areas, voluntary agencies endorsed by substantial numbers of
Aboriginal people resident in the areas be authorized
]VLMZXZW^QVKQITWZ\MZZQ\WZQITTI_\WIK\QV\PMÅMTLWN
child welfare
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agencies providing comparable services to the genMZITXWX]TI\QWVIVL[]NÅKQMV\\WUMM\\PM[MZ^QKM
needs of Aboriginal people.
3.2.6 )JWZQOQVITTMILMZ[\ISMIÅZUX]JTQK[\IVKM
in support of the right to freedom from violence of all
members in the community, but particularly of women,
children, elders, persons with disabilities and others
who may be vulnerable, as well as in support of a policy of zero tolerance of actions that violate the physical
or emotional safety of Aboriginal persons.
3.2.7 Aboriginal governments adopt the principle
of including women, youth, elders and persons with
disabilities in governing councils and decision-making
bodies, the modes of representation and participa\QWVWN\PM[MXMZ[WV[JMQVO_PI\M^MZ\PMaÅVLUW[\
agreeable.
3.2.8 The full and equal participation of women
be ensured in decision-making bodies responsible for
ensuring people’s physical and emotional security,
including justice committees and boards of directors of
healing centres and lodges.
3.2.9 Aboriginal leaders and agencies serving vulnerable people encourage communities, with the full
participation of women, to formulate, promote and enNWZKMKWUU]VQ\aKWLM[WNJMPI^QW]Z\PI\ZMÆMK\M\PQKIT
standards endorsed by the community and that state
and reinforce the responsibility of all citizens to create
and maintain safe communities and neighbourhoods.
3.2.10 Federal, provincial and territorial governUMV\[XZWUX\TaIKSVW_TMLOM\PI\\PMÅMTLWNNIUQTa
law is generally a core area of Aboriginal self-governing jurisdiction, in which Aboriginal nations can
undertake self-starting initiatives without prior federal,
provincial or territorial agreements.

(a) where numbers warrant; and

3.2.11 Federal, provincial and territorial governments acknowledge the validity of Aboriginal customary law in areas of family law, such as marriage,
divorce, child custody and adoption, and amend their
legislation accordingly.

(b) with levels of funding comparable to those of

3.2.12 Aboriginal nations or organizations consult
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with federal, provincial and territorial governments on
areas of family law with a view to
(a) making possible legislative amendments to resolve anomalies in the application of family law to
)JWZQOQVITXMWXTMIVL\WÅTTK]ZZMV\OIX[#
(b) working out appropriate mechanisms of transition
to Aboriginal control under self-government; and
(c) settling issues of mutual interest on the recognition
and enforcement of the decisions of their respective
adjudicative bodies.
3.2.13 With a view to self-starting initiatives in the
family law area or to self-government, Aboriginal
nations or communities establish committees, with
women as full participants, to study issues such as
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 MY]Q\a\PI\Q[MY]Q\IJTMIKKM[[\W\PMUMIV[WN
achieving health and rough equality of outcomes in
health status;
 KWV\ZWTJa)JWZQOQVITXMWXTMWN\PMTQNM[\aTMKPWQKM[
institutional services and environmental conditions
that support health; and
 LQ^MZ[Q\a\PI\Q[IKKWUUWLI\QWVWN\PMK]T\]ZM[
and histories of First Nations, Inuit and Métis
people that make them distinctive within Canadian
society and that distinguish them from one another.
3.3.2 Governments recognize that the health of a
people is a matter of vital concern to its life, welfare,
identity and culture and is therefore a core area for the
exercise of self-government by Aboriginal nations.
3.3.3 Governments act promptly to

(a) the interests of family members in family assets;
(b) the division of family assets on marriage
breakdown;
(c) factors to be considered in relation to the best
interests of the child, as the principle is applicable to
Aboriginal custody and adoption;
(d) rights of inheritance pertaining to wills, estates or
intestacy; and
(e) obligations of spousal and child support.

Chapter 3
Health and Healing
The Commission recommends that
3.3.1 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial
governments, in developing policy to support health,
acknowledge the common understanding of the determinants of health found in Aboriginal traditions and health
sciences and endorse the fundamental importance of
 PWTQ[U\PI\Q[I\\MV\QWV\W_PWTMXMZ[WV[QV\PMQZ
total environment;
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(a) conclude agreements recognizing their respective jurisdictions in areas touching directly on
Aboriginal health;
(b) agree on appropriate arrangements for funding
health services under Aboriginal jurisdiction; and
(c) establish a framework, until institutions of
Aboriginal self-government exist, whereby agencies
UIVLI\MLJa)JWZQOQVITOW^MZVUMV\[WZQLMV\QÅML
by Aboriginal organizations or communities can
deliver health and social services operating under
provincial or territorial jurisdiction.
3.3.4 Governments, in formulating policy in social,
economic or political spheres, give foremost consideration to the impact of such policies on the physical,
social, emotional and spiritual health of Aboriginal
citizens, and on their capacity to participate in the life
of their communities and Canadian society as a whole.
3.3.5 Governments and organizations collaborate in carrying out a comprehensive action plan on
Aboriginal health and social conditions, consisting of
the following components:
(a) development of a system of Aboriginal healing
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centres and healing lodges under Aboriginal control
as the prime units of holistic and culture-based
health and wellness services;
(b) development of Aboriginal human resources
compatible with the new system, its values and
assumptions;
(c) full and active support of mainstream health and
social service authorities and providers in meeting
the health and healing goals of Aboriginal people;
and
(d) implementation of an Aboriginal community infrastructure development program to address the most
immediate health threats in Aboriginal communities, including the provision of clean water, basic
sanitation facilities, and safe housing.
3.3.6 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
collaborate with Aboriginal nations, organizations or
communities, as appropriate, to
(a) develop a system of healing centres to provide direct
services, referral and access to specialist services;
(b) develop a network of healing lodges to provide residential services oriented to family and community
healing;
(c) develop and operate healing centres and lodges
under Aboriginal control;
(d) mandate healing centres and lodges to provide
integrated health and social services in culturally
appropriate forms; and
(e) make the service network available to First Nations,
Inuit and Métis communities, in rural and urban
settings, on an equitable basis.
3.3.7 Federal, provincial and territorial governments collaborate with Aboriginal nations, regional
Aboriginal service agencies, community governments
and Aboriginal organizations, as appropriate, to adapt
legislation, regulations and funding to promote
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(a) integrated service delivery that transcends restricted service mandates of separate ministries and
departments;
(b) collaboration and shared effort between federal,
provincial/territorial and local governments; and
K \PMXWWTQVOWNZM[W]ZKM[ÆW_QVONZWUNMLMZITXZWvincial, territorial, municipal or Aboriginal sources.
3.3.8 Aboriginal organizations, regional planning
and administrative bodies and community governments currently administering health and social services transform current programs and services into more
holistic delivery systems that integrate or co-ordinate
separate services.
3.3.9 Federal, provincial and territorial governments, in consultation with Aboriginal nations and
urban communities of interest, co-operate to establish
procedures and funding to support needs assessment
and planning initiatives by Métis and other Aboriginal
collectivities, in rural and urban settings, to
(a) form interim planning groups for rural settlements
with a minimum of 250 Aboriginal residents, or
catchment areas, whether urban or rural, with a
minimum of 1,000 residents;
(b) compile an inventory of existing services, organizations and networks directed to meet Aboriginal
needs, from which to build on existing strengths
and ensure continuity of effort; and
(c) prepare plans to develop, operate and house healing
centres, considering the goal of equitable access by
Aboriginal people wherever they reside, the historical pattern of distinct Métis and treaty nation development in the prairie provinces, the availability and
adaptability of municipal and provincial services,
IVL\PMKW[\IVLMNÅKQMVKaWN[MZ^QKM[
3.3.10 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial
governments, as appropriate, collaborate on regional
initiatives to develop healing lodges providing residential services oriented to family and community healing,
with priority being given to
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I VMML[I[[M[[UMV\IVLXTIVVQVO\PI\ZMÆMK\ZMOQWVIT
Aboriginal initiative and responsiveness to the
diversity of cultures and communities;
(b) services broadly inclusive of all Aboriginal people
resident in a region or associated with the nations of
the region;
(c) institutions that collaborate with and complement
other Aboriginal institutions and services, particularly healing centres delivering integrated health
and social services; and
(d) governance structures consistent with emerging
forms of Aboriginal self-government in the region.
3.3.11 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial governments incorporate in funding agreements
plans for capital development and operating costs of a
network of healing lodges.
3.3.12 Federal, provincial and territorial governments, and Aboriginal governments and organizations,
support the assumption of responsibility for planning
health and social services by regional Aboriginal agencies and councils where these now operate, and the
formation of regional Aboriginal planning bodies in
new areas, to promote
(a) equitable access to appropriate services by all
Aboriginal people;
(b) strategic deployment of regional resources; and
(c) co-operative effort between Aboriginal communities and communities of interest, consistent
with the emergence of nation governments and
confederacies.
3.3.13 The government of Canada provide funds
to the national Aboriginal organizations, including
national Aboriginal women’s organizations, to permit
them to prepare a comprehensive human resources
development strategy in health and social services that
(a) facilitates and draws upon regional initiatives,
integrates information from diverse sources, and is
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structured to incorporate regular updating;
(b) builds an inventory of Aboriginal human resources
currently available in health and social services,
QLMV\QNaQVO_PMZMQV_PI\ÅMTLIVLI\_PI\TM^MT
Aboriginal personnel are currently practising;
(c) assesses current and future Aboriginal human
ZM[W]ZKM[VMML[IVLQLMV\QÅM[\PMIK\QWV[VMMLML
on the part of governments, educational institutions
and others to address these needs;
(d) assesses requirements for direct service personnel as
well as for planners, researchers and administrators;
(e) collates an inventory and available evaluative data
on training and education options;
(f) explores recruitment, training and retention issues;
(g) examines the personal and professional supports
required to encourage Aboriginal professionals to
practise in Aboriginal communities;
(h) develops proposals for a system to monitor the status of Aboriginal human resources; and
(i) develops an analysis of how, to the maximum extent
possible, Aboriginal human resources development
can be brought under Aboriginal control.
3.3.14 Federal, provincial and territorial governments commit themselves to providing the necessary funding, consistent with their jurisdictional
responsibilities,
(a) to implement a co-ordinated and comprehensive
human resources development strategy;
(b) to train 10,000 Aboriginal professionals over a 10year period in health and social services, including
medicine, nursing, mental health, psychology, social
work, dentistry, nutrition, addictions, gerontology,
public health, community development, planning,
health administration, and other priority areas
QLMV\QÅMLJa)JWZQOQVITXMWXTM#
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(c) to support program development in educational
institutions providing professional training, with
preference given to Aboriginal institutions; and
(d) to ensure that student support through post-secondary educational assistance, scholarships, paid leave
and other means is adequate to achieve the target.
3.3.15 Federal, provincial and territorial governments and national Aboriginal organizations, including Aboriginal women’s organizations, explore how
training approaches and personnel complements of
current health and social services, including the community health representative and drug and alcohol
abuse programs, can contribute to a more comprehensive, holistic and integrated system of services,
while helping to maintain continuity and adequacy of
Aboriginal community services.
3.3.16 Post-secondary educational institutions providing programs of study leading to professional cer\QÅKI\QWVQVPMIT\PWZ[WKQIT[MZ^QKM[KWTTIJWZI\M_Q\P
Aboriginal organizations to examine how they can
(a) increase the number of Aboriginal students participating in and graduating from their programs;
(b) provide support for students to promote completion
of programs;
(c) develop or expand specialized programs; and
(d) modify the curriculum of programs leading to
KMZ\QÅKI\QWV[WI[\WQVKZMI[M\PMK]T\]ZITIXXZWpriateness and effectiveness of training provided to
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students who will
be providing services to Aboriginal people.
3.3.17 Post-secondary educational institutions and
professional associations collaborate with Aboriginal
organizations to ensure that professionals already in
\PMÅMTLPI^MIKKM[[\WXZWOZIU[WNKWV\QV]QVOXZWNM[sional education that emphasize cultural issues associated with the provision of health and social services.
3.3.18 Post-secondary educational institutions
involved in the training of health and social services
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professionals, and professional associations involved in
regulating and licensing these professions, collaborate
with Aboriginal organizations and governments to
develop a more effective approach to training and licensing that recognizes the importance and legitimacy
of Aboriginal knowledge and experience.
3.3.19 The Association of Universities and Colleges
of Canada and the Canadian Association of University
Teachers encourage their members to implement the
Commission’s recommendations with respect to professional training of Aboriginal people for health and
social services, and that these organizations provide
leadership to help ensure that the recommendations are
implemented.
3.3.20 Federal, provincial and territorial governments, in collaboration with Aboriginal organizations
and governments, allocate funds to support Aboriginal
community participation in planning, program development, training, and promoting community awareness in relation to human resources development in
health and social services.
3.3.21 Governments, health authorities and traditional practitioners co-operate to protect and extend
the practices of traditional healing and explore their
application to contemporary Aboriginal health and
healing problems.
3.3.22 Aboriginal traditional healers and biomedical practitioners strive actively to enhance mutual
respect through dialogue and that they explore areas of
possible sharing and collaboration.
3.3.23 Non-Aboriginal educational institutions and
professional associations involved in the health and
[WKQIT[MZ^QKM[ÅMTL[[MV[Q\QbMXZIK\Q\QWVMZ[\W\PMM`Q[tence of traditional medicine and healing practices, the
possibilities for co-operation and collaboration, and the
QUXWZ\IVKMWNZMKWOVQbQVOINÅZUQVOIVLZM[XMK\QVO
traditional practices and practitioners.
3.3.24 Non-Aboriginal service agencies and institutions involved in the delivery of health or social
services to Aboriginal people, and professional associations, unions, and other organizations in a position to
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QVÆ]MVKM\PMLMTQ^MZaWNPMIT\PWZ[WKQIT[MZ^QKM[\W
Aboriginal people
(a) undertake a systematic examination to determine
how they can encourage and support the development of Aboriginal health and social service systems, and improve the appropriateness and effectiveness of mainstream services to Aboriginal people;
(b) engage representatives of Aboriginal communities and organizations in conducting such an
examination;
(c) make public an action plan appropriate to the institution or organization involved, outlining measurable objectives and a timetable for achieving them;
and
(d) establish means to monitor and evaluate implementation of the plan by the institution or organization
itself and by Aboriginal representatives.
3.3.25 Governments responsible for funding and
professional bodies responsible for accrediting nonAboriginal institutions and agencies engaged in the
delivery of Aboriginal health and social services
(a) establish as a criterion for continuing funding and
accreditation the preparation and implementation
of goals and standards for services to Aboriginal
people; and
(b) require that Aboriginal people, communities and
nations affected by such services be fully involved in
the development, implementation and evaluation of
such goals and standards of practice.

Chapter 4
Housing
The Commission recommends that
3.4.1 Federal and provincial governments address
Aboriginal housing and community services on the
basis of the following policy principles:
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(a) Governments have an obligation to ensure that
Aboriginal people have adequate shelter, water and
sanitation services.
(b) Governments have a responsibility to restore an
economic base to Aboriginal people that enables
them to meet their needs.
(c) Aboriginal people, individually and collectively, are
responsible for meeting their housing needs according to their ability to pay or contribute in kind.
(d) Governments must supplement the resources available to Aboriginal people so that their housing
needs are fully met.
(e) Aboriginal nations should assume authority over all
housing matters as a core area of self-government
jurisdiction.
(f) Acute risks to health and safety should be treated as
an emergency and targeted for immediate action.
3.4.2 The government of Canada clarify with treaty
nations a modern understanding of existing treaty
terms regarding housing.
3.4.3 The government of Canada make resources
available over the next 10 years to ensure that housing
for Aboriginal people on-reserve is fully adequate in
quantity and quality and engage the governments of
the provinces and territories to reach the same goal in
rural and northern communities and in urban areas.
3.4.4 The government of Canada provide additional
resources for construction, upgrading and operation
of water and sewage systems to ensure that adequate
facilities and operating systems are in place in all First
6I\QWV[KWUU]VQ\QM[_Q\PQVÅ^MaMIZ[
3.4.5 The government of Canada provide funding
and technical support to First Nations governments
to operate and maintain community water and sewer
systems and to establish technical support institutions
as required.

43

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

ON

A BOR IGI NA L P EOPL E S

3.4.6 The government of Canada and First Nations
governments and people undertake to meet the need
of First Nations people for adequate housing within 10
years.

implement their own tenure systems and housing programs, innovative uses of social assistance to stimulate
contributions to housing, and institutions above the
community level.

3.4.7 The government of Canada complement the
resources supplied by First Nations people in a two-toone ratio or as necessary to achieve adequate housing
in 10 years by

3.4.12 The government of Canada and the governments of the provinces and territories undertake to
meet fully, in co-operation with Aboriginal people
and within 10 years, the need for adequate housing of
Aboriginal people not living on reserves.

 XZW^QLQVOKIXQ\IT[]J[QLQM[IVLKWUUQ\\QVO\W
loan subsidies for construction of new homes and
renovations;
 XZW^QLQVON]VL[NWZXZWXMZ\aQV[]ZIVKMIVLZMO]TIZ
maintenance for home occupants receiving social
assistance or with low earned incomes;
 XIaQVOZMV\IT[]J[QLQM[NWZ\PW[MZMKMQ^QVO[WKQIT
assistance or with low earned incomes in amounts
that are equitable compared to off-reserve programs; and
 WNNMZQVOÅVIVKQITQVKMV\Q^M[NWZXZQ^I\MPWUM
ownership.
3.4.8 First Nations governments and people make
every effort to marshall more resources for housing and
KWUU]VQ\a[MZ^QKM[\PZW]OPÅVIVKQITKWV\ZQJ]\QWV[
from residents in the form of maintenance fees, rents or
mortgage payments, and contributions in kind, such as
sweat equity and local materials.
3.4.9 First Nations governments assume jurisdiction
over housing at the earliest opportunity, enact clear
laws regarding housing tenure, and pursue authority to
adjust other programs such as social assistance with a
view to marshalling more resources for housing.
3.4.10 First Nations governments develop institutions at the nation level or through inter-nation agreements to administer housing and tenure regimes and
LMTQ^MZPW][QVOXZWOZIU[_Q\PÅVIVKQITIVL\MKPVQKIT
support from the government of Canada.
3.4.11 The government of Canada support the
efforts of First Nations communities to develop and
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3.4.13 Aboriginal people not living on reserves make
every effort to marshall more resources for housing in
a variety of ways, through contributions in kind, use of
local materials, and effective housing organizations.
3.4.14 The government of Canada engage the
provincial and territorial governments in a strategy to
meet the housing needs of Aboriginal people living in
non-reserve communities by
 ZMQV[\I\QVOIVLQVKZMI[QVON]VLQVONWZVM_[Wcial housing and mortgage subsidies under the
Aboriginal off-reserve programs of the Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC);
 XZW^QLQVOOZMI\MZI]\WVWUaIVLÆM`QJQTQ\a\W
Aboriginal organizations delivering the program
in rural areas and to urban social housing corporations; and
 XZW^QLQVOZMV\IT[]J[QLQM[I[IKW[\MNNMK\Q^MWX\QWV
where rental markets exist.
3.4.15 The government of Canada help Aboriginal
people exploit the economic development opportunities
arising from an increase in construction, repair and
maintenance of dwellings for Aboriginal people
 JaXZW^QLQVON]VLQVOIVL[]XXWZ\\PZW]OP\ZIQVQVO
and business development programs; and
 JaIK\Q^MTaM`XIVLQVO\PMQV^WT^MUMV\WN
)JWZQOQVITÅVIVKQITQV[\Q\]\QWV[QVUWZ\OIOM
ÅVIVKQVOI[IOMV\[WN+50+IVLI[UWZ\OIOM
lenders.

VOLU M E F I V E , A PPE N DI X A

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

ON

A BOR IGI NA L P EOPL E S

Chapter 5
Education

(c) maximizes Aboriginal control over service design
and administration;

The Commission recommends that

(d) offers one-stop accessible funding; and

3.5.1 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
act promptly to acknowledge that education is a core
area for the exercise of Aboriginal self-government.

(e) promotes parental involvement and choice in early
childhood education options.

3.5.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments collaborate with Aboriginal governments,
organizations or education authorities, as appropriate,
to support the development of Aboriginally controlled
education systems by
I QV\ZWL]KQVOILIX\QVOWZMV[]ZQVO\PMÆM`QJTMIXXTQcation of legislation to facilitate self-starting initiatives by Aboriginal nations and their communities
QV\PMÅMTLWNML]KI\QWV#
(b) mandating voluntary organizations that are endorsed by substantial numbers of Aboriginal people
\WIK\QV\PMÅMTLWNML]KI\QWVQV]ZJIVIVLVWVZMserve areas where numbers warrant until such time
as Aboriginal governments are established; and

3.5.4 Aboriginal, provincial and territorial governments act promptly to reach agreements for mutual
recognition of programs provided by their respective
educational institutions so as to facilitate the transfer
of students between educational systems while protecting the integrity of cultural dimensions of Aboriginal
education
3.5.5 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
collaborate with Aboriginal governments, organizations and educators to develop or continue developing
QVVW^I\Q^MK]ZZQK]TI\PI\ZMÆMK\)JWZQOQVITK]T\]ZM[
and community realities, for delivery
(a) at all grade levels of elementary and secondary
schools;
(b) in schools operating under Aboriginal control; and

(c) providing funding commensurate with the responsibilities assumed by Aboriginal nations and their
communities, or voluntary organizations, given the
requirements of institutional and program development, costs of serving small or dispersed communities, and special needs accruing from past failures of
education services.
3.5.3 Federal, provincial, and territorial governments co-operate to support an integrated early childhood education funding strategy that
(a) extends early childhood education services to all
Aboriginal children regardless of residence;
(b) encourages programs that foster the physical, social,
intellectual and spiritual development of children,
reducing distinctions between child care, prevention and education;
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(c) in schools under provincial or territorial
jurisdiction.
3.5.6 Aboriginal language education be assigned
priority in Aboriginal, provincial and territorial education systems to complement and support language
preservation efforts in local communities through
I ÅZ[\WZ[MKWVLTIVO]IOMQV[\Z]K\QWVWZQUUMZsion programs where parents desire it and numbers
warrant;
(b) recognition of Aboriginal language competence for
second-language academic credit whether competence is acquired through classroom or out-ofschool instruction;
K QV^WT^QVOMTLMZ[IVLÆ]MV\)JWZQOQVIT[XMISMZ[QV
programs to enhance Aboriginal language acquisi\QWVIVLÆ]MVKa#
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(d) developing instructional materials; and
(e) encouraging and rewarding language teaching as a
career path and language research in lexical elaboration, structural analysis and cultural contexts as
professional and academic specializations
3.5.7 Where Aboriginal children attend provincial and territorial schools, provincial and territorial
governments take immediate steps to ensure that
Aboriginal people are involved fully in the decisionmaking processes that affect the education of their
children. Aboriginal control of education and parental
involvement should be implemented through a variety
of actions:
(a) legislation to guarantee Aboriginal representation on school boards where population numbers
warrant;
(b) recognition of Aboriginally controlled schools
under the jurisdiction of Aboriginal community of
interest governments;
(c) establishment of Aboriginally governed schools
INÅTQI\ML_Q\P[KPWWTLQ[\ZQK\[QNZMY]M[\MLJa
Aboriginal people; and
(d) creation of Aboriginal advisory committees to
school boards.
3.5.8 All schools serving Aboriginal children adopt
policies that welcome the involvement of Aboriginal
parents, elders and families in the life of the school, for
example, by establishing advisory or parents committees, introducing teaching by elders in the classroom,
and involving parents in school activities
3.5.9 Provincial and territorial ministries require
school boards serving Aboriginal students to implement a comprehensive Aboriginal education strategy,
developed with Aboriginal parents, elders and educators, including
(a) goals and objectives to be accomplished during the
International Decade of Indigenous Peoples;
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(b) hiring of Aboriginal teachers at the elementary and
secondary school level, with negotiated target levels,
to teach in all areas of school programs, not just
Aboriginal programs;
(c) hiring of Aboriginal people in administrative and
leadership positions;
(d) hiring of Aboriginal support workers, such as counsellors, community liaison workers, psychologists
and speech therapists;
(e) curriculum, in all subject areas, that includes the
perspectives, traditions, beliefs and world view of
Aboriginal peoples;
(f) involvement of Aboriginal elders in teaching
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students;
(g) language classes in Aboriginal languages, as determined by the Aboriginal community;
(h) family and community involvement mechanisms;
(i) education programs that combat stereotypes, racism, prejudice and biases;
(j) accountability indicators tied to board or district
funding; and
(k) public reports of results by the end of the
International Decade of Indigenous Peoples in the
year 2004.
3.5.10 Aboriginally controlled, provincial, and territorial schools serving Aboriginal youth develop and
implement comprehensive Aboriginal youth empowerment strategies with elements elaborated in collaboration with youth, including
(a) cultural education in classroom and informal settings;
(b) acknowledgement of spiritual, ethical and intuitive
dimensions of learning;
(c) education to support critical analysis of Aboriginal
experience;
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(d) learning as a means of healing from the effects of
trauma, abuse and racism;

(c) the incorporation of Aboriginal content and pedagogy into the program; and

(e) academic skills development and support;

(d) periodic evaluations that indicate that the quality of
teacher education conforms to standards of excellence expected by Aboriginal people.

(f) sports and outdoor education;
(g) leadership development; and
(h) youth exchanges between Aboriginal nations,
across Canada and internationally.
3.5.11 High school programs be extended to communities, using cost-effective options agreed upon by
parents and families, including
(a) complete school facilities for local high school
delivery;

3.5.15 Canadian governments, Aboriginal education authorities, post-secondary institutions and teacher
education programs adopt multiple strategies to increase substantially the number of Aboriginal secondary school teachers, including
(a) promoting secondary school teaching careers for
Aboriginal people;
(b) increasing access to professional training in secondary education, for example, community-based
delivery of courses and concurrent programs; and

(b) regional high schools in Aboriginal communities;
K WNNMZQVOÅVIVKQITQVKMV\Q^M[\W[\]LMV\[
(c) culturally appropriate, interactive distance education; and
(d) seasonal institutes.
3.5.12 Aboriginal authorities and all provincial and
territorial ministries of education fund programs for
Aboriginal youth who have left secondary school before
graduation to enable them to resume their studies with
appropriate curriculum, scheduling, academic and
social support.
3.5.13 Federal, provincial and territorial governments encourage co-op initiatives by offering funding
inducements to secondary schools that develop active
co-op education programs for Aboriginal young people.
3.5.14 Federal, provincial and territorial governUMV\[M`XIVLÅVIVKQIT[]XXWZ\\WXW[\[MKWVLIZa
institutions for existing and new Aboriginal teacher
education programs, contingent on

3.5.16 Federal, provincial and territorial governments provide support to increase the number of
Aboriginal people trained as teachers by
(a) expanding the number of teacher education programs delivered directly in communities; and
(b) ensuring that students in each province and territory have access to such programs.
3.5.17 Teacher education programs, in collaboration
with Aboriginal organizations and government agencies that sponsor professional and para-professional
training, adopt a comprehensive approach to educator
training, developing career paths from para-profes[QWVIT\ZIQVQVO\WXZWNM[[QWVITKMZ\QÅKI\QWVQVML]KI\QWV
careers that
(a) prepare Aboriginal students for the variety of roles
required to operate Aboriginal education systems;
and

(a) evidence of Aboriginal support for the program;
(b) Aboriginal participation in the governance of the
program;
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(b) open opportunities for careers in provincial education systems.

47

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

ON

A BOR IGI NA L P EOPL E S

3.5.18 Provinces and territories require that teacher
education programs

promise of education appears in treaty texts, related
documents or oral histories of the parties involved.

I QVXZM[MZ^QKM\ZIQVQVOTMILQVO\WKMZ\QÅKItion include at least one component on teaching
Aboriginal subject matter to all students, both
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal;

3.5.21 The federal government continue to support
the costs of post-secondary education for First Nations
and Inuit post-secondary students and make additional
resources available

(b) develop options for pre-service training and professional development of teachers, focused on teaching Aboriginal students and addressing Aboriginal
education issues; and

(a) to mitigate the impact of increased costs as postsecondary institutions shift to a new policy environment in post-secondary education; and

(c) collaborate with Aboriginal organizations or community representatives in developing Aboriginal[XMKQÅKKWUXWVMV\[WN\PMQZXZWOZIU[
3.5.19 Federal, provincial and territorial governments collaborate with Aboriginal governments and
organizations to facilitate integrated delivery of adult
literacy, basic education, academic upgrading and
job training under the control of Aboriginal people
through
(a) delegating responsibility for delivery of training under current jurisdictions by concluding agreements
with Aboriginal governments, their mandated
education authorities, or voluntary organizations
representing Aboriginal communities of interest;
(b) supporting adaptation of program design, admission criteria, language of instruction, and internal
allocation of funds by Aboriginal delivery agents, to
accommodate Aboriginal culture and community
needs;
(c) acting promptly to conclude agreements for multiyear block funding agreements to enable Aboriginal
nation governments, during the transition to selfgovernment, to assume primary responsibility for
allocating funds to meet training needs through
programs of Aboriginal design.
3.5.20 The government of Canada recognize and
N]TÅTQ\[WJTQOI\QWV\W\ZMI\aVI\QWV[Ja[]XXWZ\QVOIN]TT
range of education services, including post-secondary
education, for members of treaty nations where a
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(b) to meet the anticipated higher level of demand for
post-secondary education services.
3.5.22 A scholarship fund be established for Métis
and other Aboriginal students who do not have access
\WÅVIVKQIT[]XXWZ\NWZXW[\[MKWVLIZaML]KI\QWV]VLMZ
present policies, with
I TMILÅVIVKQIT[]XXWZ\XZW^QLMLJaNMLMZITIVLXZWvincial governments and additional contributions
from corporate and individual donors;
(b) a planning committee to be established immediately,
(i) composed of Métis and other Aboriginal representatives, students, and federal and provincial
representatives in balanced numbers;
(ii) given a maximum two-year mandate; and
(iii)charged with determining the appropriate
vehicle, level of capitalization, program criteria
and administrative structure for initiation and
administration of the fund; and
(c) provisions for evaluating demand on the fund,
its adequacy and its impact on participation and
completion rates of Métis and other Aboriginal
students in post-secondary studies.
3.5.23 Canada’s post-secondary institutions recognize Aboriginal languages on a basis equal to other
modern languages, for the purpose of granting credits
NWZMV\ZIVKMZMY]QZMUMV\[N]TÅTUMV\WN[MKWVLTIVguage requirements, and general course credits.
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3.5.24 Public post-secondary institutions in the
provinces and territories undertake new initiatives or
extend current ones to increase the participation, retention and graduation of Aboriginal students by introducing, encouraging or enhancing
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educational institutions controlled by Aboriginal
people, with negotiated allocation of responsibility for

(a) a welcoming environment for Aboriginal students;

(a) core and program funding commensurate with the
services they are expected to provide and comparable to the funding provided to provincial or territorial institutions delivering similar services;

(b) Aboriginal content and perspectives in course offerings across disciplines;

(b) planning, capital and start-up costs of new colleges
and institutes;

(c) Aboriginal studies and programs as part of the
institution’s regular program offerings and included
in the institution’s core budget;

(c) improvement of facilities for community learning
centres as required for new functions and development of new facilities where numbers warrant and
the community establishes this as a priority; and

(d) Aboriginal appointments to boards of governors;
(e) Aboriginal councils to advise the president of the
institution;
(f) active recruitment of Aboriginal students;
(g) admission policies that encourage access by
Aboriginal applicants;

L N]TÅTUMV\WNWJTQOI\QWV[X]Z[]IV\\W\ZMI\QM[IVL
modern agreements with respect to education.
3.5.27 Aboriginally controlled post-secondary
educational institutions collaborate to create regional
boards and/or a Canada-wide board to
(a) establish standards for accrediting programs provided by Aboriginal post-secondary institutions;

(h) meeting spaces for Aboriginal students;
(i) Aboriginal student unions;
(j) recruitment of Aboriginal faculty members;
(k) support services with Aboriginal counsellors for
academic and personal counselling; and
(l) cross-cultural sensitivity training for faculty and staff.
3.5.25 Where there is Aboriginal support for an
Aboriginal college within a university, and where
numbers warrant, universities act to establish an
Aboriginal college to serve as the focal point for
the academic, residential, social and cultural lives
of Aboriginal students on campus, and to promote
Aboriginal scholarship.
3.5.26 Federal, provincial and territorial governments collaborate with Aboriginal governments and
organizations to establish and support post-secondary
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(b) negotiate mutual recognition of course credits and
credentials to facilitate student transfer between
Aboriginal institutions and provincial and territorial post-secondary institutions;
(c) establish co-operative working relationships with
mainstream accreditation bodies such as the
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada
and professional associations such as the Canadian
Association of University Teachers; and
(d) pursue other objectives related to the common
interests of Aboriginal institutions.
3.5.28 Elders be reinstated to an active role in the
education of Aboriginal children and youth in educational systems under Aboriginal control and in provincial and territorial schools.
3.5.29 Elders be treated as professionals and compensated for their education contribution at a rate and
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in a manner that shows respect for their expertise,
unique knowledge and skills.
3.5.30 Provincial and territorial education ministries, boards of education and educators recognize the
value of elders’ knowledge to all peoples’ understanding
of the universe by
(a) giving academic credits for traditional Aboriginal
arts and knowledge whether acquired in the classroom or through non-formal means in cultural
activities, camps and apprenticeships; and
(b) collaborating with elders to determine how traditional Aboriginal knowledge can be made accessible in the education of all students, whether
Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal, in institutions under
Aboriginal, provincial, or territorial control.
3.5.31 Educational institutions facilitate opportunities for elders to exchange traditional knowledge with
one another and to share traditional knowledge with
students and scholars, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, in university settings.
3.5.32 A university under Aboriginal control, which
could be called the Aboriginal Peoples’ International
University, and with the capacity to function in all
provinces and territories, be established to promote traditional knowledge, to pursue applied research in support of Aboriginal self-government, and to disseminate
information essential to achieving broad Aboriginal
development goals.
3.5.33 First Nations, Inuit and Métis leaders in
collaboration with the federal government establish a
steering group funded by the federal government, with
a three-year mandate
(a) to explore options, conduct consultations and
prepare a plan to implement an Aboriginal Peoples’
International University by the year 2000; and
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3.5.34 An electronic clearinghouse be established
\WNIKQTQ\I\M\PMNZMMÆW_WNQVNWZUI\QWVIUWVO
Aboriginal communities, education and self-government workers and individuals, the planning and development of this clearinghouse to be carried forward by
a working group
(a) established in collaboration with First Nations, Inuit
and Métis leaders;
(b) funded by the federal government and given a twoyear mandate; and
(c) attentive to the need for Canada-wide and international communication as well as exchange
in Aboriginal languages within linguistic
communities.
3.5.35 First Nations, Inuit and Métis leaders establish a working group, funded by the federal government, with a two-year mandate to plan a statistical
clearinghouse controlled by Aboriginal people to
(a) work in collaboration with Aboriginal governments
and organizations to establish and update statistical
data bases; and
(b) promote common strategies across nations and
communities for collecting and analyzing data relevant to Aboriginal development goals.
3.5.36 The federal government fund the establishment of a national documentation centre to research,
collect, preserve and disseminate information related
to residential schools, relocations and other aspects
of Aboriginal historical experience, the planning and
development of the centre to be carried forward by a
working group
(a) established in collaboration with First Nations, Inuit
and Métis leaders; and
(b) having a two-year mandate.

(b) to collaborate with other working groups in determining the appropriate location of a documentation centre and archive, an electronic information
clearinghouse, and statistical data bases.
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3.5.37 Federal, provincial and territorial governments establish funding programs to support education
for self-government, to be available to
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(a) public post-secondary institutions that have entered into partnerships with Aboriginal people to
initiate or expand training and education in areas
QLMV\QÅMLI[XZQWZQ\QM[Ja)JWZQOQVITOW^MZVUMV\[
organizations and communities for the implementation of self-government; and
(b) Aboriginally controlled post-secondary institutions
for program innovation to enhance capacity for
self-government.
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3.5.42 Professional associations and self-governing
bodies in the professions actively support the professional training of Aboriginal people by
(a) entering into dialogue on such issues as credentials,
recruitment, mentoring, career paths linking paraprofessional and professional training, education
based on Aboriginal culture, systemic discrimination and racism;
(b) establishing scholarships for Aboriginal people;

3.5.38 Aboriginal governments and organizations
collaborate to launch a Canada-wide campaign to
make youth aware of the opportunities to serve their
nations that will open up with the advent of self-government and of the tangible and intangible rewards
that accompany public service.
3.5.39 The federal government make funds available to First Nation and Inuit governments and organizations to support incentives to encourage students
to complete bachelor’s and master’s level studies and
professional training in areas of priority to self-government, including such measures as
(a) employee release time for concurrent work and study;
(b) paid leave to pursue full-time study;
(c) scholarships in studies related to self-government;
(d) top-up of educational assistance for family needs,
including exceptional housing costs; and
(e) student loans that are forgivable on completion of a period of employment in the service of
self-government.
3.5.40 Canada’s corporations, small businesses and
governments become active partners in Aboriginal selfgovernment education by identifying co-op placement
and internship opportunities in their organizations, in
consultation with Aboriginal people.
3.5.41 Canada’s corporations and governments at all
levels establish executive interchange opportunities in
partnership with Aboriginal governments.
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(c) encouraging their members to gain an understanding of Aboriginal perspectives;
(d) spearheading initiatives to introduce Aboriginal
cultural perspectives into professional training programs; and
(e) providing leadership by encouraging implementation of the recommendations in this report that are
relevant to their areas of expertise.
3.5.43 The federal government, media corporations, provincial and territorial governments and
private donors provide funding and/or gifts in kind (for
example, access to facilities and technology) to establish
a distance education model of professional training
suitable for Aboriginal people who wish to pursue postsecondary studies from their communities.
3.5.44 The federal government provide funding for
national Aboriginal organizations to co-ordinate establishment of a Canada-wide Aboriginal human resources inventory that is amenable to regular updating.

Chapter 6
Arts and Heritage
The Commission recommends that
3.6.1 Federal, provincial and territorial governments collaborate with Aboriginal organizations and
communities to prepare a comprehensive inventory of
historical and sacred sites, involving elders as expert
advisers, before negotiations on designation of lands in

51

R E PORT

OF T H E

R OYA L C OM M IS SION

accordance with our recommendations in Volume 2,
Chapter 4.
3.6.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
review legislation affecting sacred and historical sites
to ensure that Aboriginal organizations and communities have access to urgent remedies to prevent or
IZZM[\LIUIOM\W[QOVQÅKIV\PMZQ\IOM[Q\M[[]KPI[\PM
Mnjikaning Fish Fence, whether they be threatened by
human actions or natural processes.
3.6.3 Federal, provincial and territorial governments in collaboration with Aboriginal organizations
review legislation affecting historical and sacred sites
and the conservation and display of cultural artifacts
to ensure that
(a) Aboriginal interests are recognized in designing,
XZW\MK\QVOLM^MTWXQVOIVLUIVIOQVO[Q\M[[QOVQÅcant to Aboriginal culture and heritage and in
conserving, repatriating and displaying Aboriginal
cultural artifacts;
(b) Aboriginal people are fully involved in planning
and managing heritage activities relevant to their
cultures; and
K )JWZQOQVITXMWXTM[PIZM\PMMKWVWUQKJMVMÅ\[\PI\
may accrue from appropriate development of relevant heritage sites and display of cultural artifacts.
3.6.4 Museums and cultural institutions adopt ethical
guidelines governing all aspects of collection, disposition, display and interpretation of artifacts related to
Aboriginal culture and heritage, including the following:
(a) involving Aboriginal people in drafting, endorsing
and implementing the guidelines;
(b) creating inventories of relevant holdings and making such inventories freely accessible to Aboriginal
people;
(c) cataloguing and designating appropriate use and
display of relevant holdings;
(d) repatriating, on request, objects that are sacred or
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integral to the history and continuity of particular
nations and communities;
(e) returning human remains to the family, community
or nation of origin, on request, or consulting with
Aboriginal advisers on appropriate disposition,
where remains cannot be associated with a particular nation; and
(f) ensuring that Aboriginal people and communities have effective access to cultural education and
training opportunities available through museums
and cultural institutions.
3.6.5 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial
governments, in collaboration with Aboriginal elders,
artists, educators and youth, develop and implement
joint strategies to ensure that Aboriginal people have
(a) effective access to cultural and heritage education;
(b) resources to develop facilities for display of cultural
artifacts; and
(c) means to participate in exchanges and joint undertakings with museums and cultural institutions.
3.6.6 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial governments include heritage research, conser^I\QWVIVLXZM[MV\I\QWVQV\PMTQ[\WN[SQTT[QLMV\QÅML
as priorities in building the capacity to implement
self-government.
3.6.7 The federal government, in collaboration with
Aboriginal people, review its legislation on the protection of intellectual property to ensure that Aboriginal
interests and perspectives, in particular collective interests, are adequately protected.
3.6.8 Federal, provincial and territorial governments recognize promptly that determining Aboriginal
language status and use is a core power in Aboriginal
[MTNOW^MZVUMV\IVL\PI\\PM[MOW^MZVUMV\[INÅZU
and support Aboriginal nations and their communities
in using and promoting their languages and declaring
\PMUWNÅKQITTIVO]IOM[_Q\PQV\PMQZVI\QWV[\MZZQ\WZQM[
and communities where they choose to do so.
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3.6.9 Each Aboriginal nation in the various stages
of nation building, capacity building, negotiating and
implementing self-government consult with its constituent communities to establish priorities and policies with
respect to Aboriginal language conservation, revitalization and documentation, including
(a) assessing the current state of Aboriginal language
use and vitality;
(b) determining priorities of communities for language
conservation, revitalization and documentation;
(c) consulting on the most effective means of implementing priorities;
(d) facilitating initiatives to support Aboriginal language use in families and the broader community;
(e) incorporating their Aboriginal language in education policies and programs;
(f) enhancing co-operation among nations and communities of the same language group to promote
research, curriculum development and language
elaboration;
(g) using their Aboriginal language in public forums
and Aboriginal government business; and
PLMKTIZQVO\PMQZ)JWZQOQVITTIVO]IOMIVWNÅKQIT
language on nation territory.
3.6.10 The federal government make a commitment to endow an Aboriginal Languages Foundation
for the purpose of supporting Aboriginal initiatives in
the conservation, revitalization and documentation of
Aboriginal languages, the foundation to be
(a) capitalized by an annual federal grant of $10 milTQWVNWZÅ^MaMIZ[JMOQVVQVOQV!!#
(b) eligible to receive charitable contributions, to be
matched by the federal government in a ratio of two
dollars for each dollar contributed;
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(c) established to support language initiatives undertaken or endorsed by Aboriginal nations and their
communities;
(d) developed by a federally funded planning body,
with a majority of First Nations, Inuit and Métis
representatives and a two-year mandate; and
(e) directed in its operation by a board with a majority
of First Nations, Inuit and Métis members.
3.6.11 The government of Canada recognize the
special status of Aboriginal-language broadcasting
explicitly in federal legislation.
3.6.12 The Canadian Radio-Television and
Telecommunications Commission include in licence
conditions for public and commercial broadcasters, in
ZMOQWV[_Q\P[QOVQÅKIV\)JWZQOQVITXWX]TI\QWVKWVcentrations, requirements for fair representation and
distribution of Aboriginal programming, including
Aboriginal language requirements.
3.6.13 Public and private media outlets, in particular
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, provide access to Aboriginal media products for Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal Canadians by
(a) purchasing and broadcasting Aboriginal programming from independent Aboriginal producers; and
(b) producing English and French versions of original
Aboriginal programs for regional and national
redistribution.
3.6.14 Public and private media outlets address
the need for training and better representation of
Aboriginal people in public communications by developing and implementing employment equity plans.
3.6.15 Governments, including Aboriginal governments, recognize the critical role that independent
Aboriginal print and broadcast media have in the
pursuit of Aboriginal self-determination and self-government, and that they support freedom of expression
through
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(a) policies on open access to information; and
(b) dedicated funding at arm’s length from political
bodies.
3.6.16 Colleges and universities with programs in
KWUU]VQKI\QWV[RW]ZVITQ[UIVLÅTUKWWXMZI\M\W[]Xport access for Aboriginal students by providing transition courses, scholarships and counselling services.
3.6.17 The Canadian Radio-Television and
Telecommunications Commission be mandated to
establish fee structures and provisions for joint ventures as part of licensing conditions to ensure a stable
ÅVIVKQITJI[MNWZ\PMXZWL]K\QWVIVLLQ[\ZQJ]\QWVWN
Aboriginal broadcast media products, particularly in
southern Canada.
3.6.18 Federal, provincial, territorial and Aboriginal
governments provide core funding for Aboriginal
media that
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(a) criteria for grants and awards are relevant to
Aboriginal arts and artists; and
(b) Aboriginal people and perspectives are adequately
represented on decision-making bodies, juries, advisory committees and staff.
3.6.21 Federal, provincial, territorial and Aboriginal
governments, in co-operation with Aboriginal artists, writers and performers, support and promote the
revitalization and development of Aboriginal literary,
visual and performing arts through
(a) support of training programs in schools, cultural institutions and professional associations, and participation of Aboriginal students in professional studies
in the arts; and
(b) accommodating requirements for appropriate
display and performance of Aboriginal arts in the
design of public facilities in Aboriginal communities
and the community at large.

(a) is accessible to all Aboriginal nations and
communities;
VOLUME 4

(b) builds upon existing government programs and
Aboriginal media organizations;

P ERSPECTIVES

(c) results in long-term funding agreements that realQ[\QKITTaZMÆMK\)JWZQOQVITUMLQIZMY]QZMUMV\[IVL
XZWUW\M[MTNÅVIVKQVO#IVL

Chapter 2
Women’s Perspectives

(d) encourages private and corporate support through
tax incentives.
3.6.19 Federal, provincial, territorial and Aboriginal
governments co-operate to establish and fund an
Aboriginal Arts Council, with a minimum 20-year life
[XIVIVLIVIVV]ITJ]LOM\MY]Q^ITMV\\WÅ^MXMZKMV\
of the Canada Council budget, to foster the revitalization and development of Aboriginal arts and literature.
3.6.20 Governments, public agencies and private
organizations that provide support for the visual and
performing arts, in co-operation with Aboriginal artists and performers, review all aspects of their programs to ensure that
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The Commission recommends that
4.2.1 The government of Canada provide funding to
Aboriginal women’s organizations, including urbanbased groups, to
(a) improve their research capacity and facilitate their
participation in all stages of discussion leading to
the design and development of self-government
processes; and
(b) enable them to participate fully in all aspects of
nation building, including developing criteria for
citizenship and related appeal processes.
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4.2.2 Aboriginal governments and organizations
provide for the full and fair participation of Aboriginal
women in the governing bodies of all Aboriginal health
and healing institutions.

4.3.2 Aboriginal Elders be involved in the formulation and implementation of policies for the preservation
and protection of sacred sites. In co-management situations, Elders should be board members.

4.2.3 Aboriginal governments and planning bodies
with a mandate to develop new structures for human
services undertake, in collaboration with women’s organizations, an inventory of existing services, organizations and networks with a view to building on existing
strengths and ensuring continuity of effort.

4.3.3 Federal, provincial and territorial governments

Chapter 3
Elders’ Perspectives

(b) consult with Aboriginal governments on guidelines
to govern the implementation of this right.

(a) recognize Aboriginal people’s right of access to
public lands for the purpose of gathering traditional
herbs, plants and other traditional medicines where
the exercise of the right is not incompatible with
existing use; and

The Commission recommends that
4.3.1 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial governments acknowledge the essential role of
Elders and the traditional knowledge that they have
to contribute in rebuilding Aboriginal nations and
reconstructing institutions to support Aboriginal selfdetermination and well-being. This acknowledgement
should be expressed in practice by
(a) involving Elders in conceptualizing, planning and
monitoring nation-building activities and institutional development;
(b) ensuring that the knowledge of both male and
female Elders, as appropriate, is engaged in such
activities;
(c) compensating Elders in a manner that conforms
to cultural practices and recognizes their expertise
and contribution;
(d) supporting gatherings and networks of Elders to
share knowledge and experience with each other
and to explore applications of traditional knowledge
to contemporary issues; and
(e) modifying regulations in non-Aboriginal institutions that have the effect of excluding the participation of Elders on the basis of age.
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Chapter 4
The Search for Belonging: Perspectives of Youth
The Commission recommends that
4.4.1 Youth centres be established on reserves and
in communities, including urban communities, where
\PMZMQ[I[QOVQÅKIV\)JWZQOQVITXWX]TI\QWV?PMZM
K]T\]ZITKMV\ZM[M`Q[\\PMa[PW]TLLM^MTWXI[XMKQÅK
youth component, including cultural and recreational
programs.
4.4.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
provide funding for community initiatives to establish
Aboriginal youth camps that would
(a) pursue cultural activities linking youth with elders
through the development of traditional skills and
knowledge;
J XZWUW\MIPMIT\PaTQNM[\aTMKW]V[MTTQVOÅ\VM[[IVL
nutrition); and
(c) encourage positive social interaction between
Aboriginal youth of different nations and between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal youth.
4.4.3 The federal government, through the Minister
of State for Fitness and Amateur Sport, establish and
fund an Aboriginal sports and recreation advisory
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council to advise — in consultation with regional, provincial and territorial sports and recreation organizations — federal, provincial, territorial and Aboriginal
governments on how best to meet the sports and recreation needs of Aboriginal people (including those living
in urban areas).
4.4.4 The proposed Aboriginal sports and recreation
advisory council promote programs and initiatives that are
I KWUU]VQ\aLZQ^MVJI[MLWVVMML[QLMV\QÅMLJa\PM
community, with programming developed or modiÅMLJa\PMKWUU]VQ\a\WUMM\\PMKWUU]VQ\a¼[
needs;
(b) sustainable, as opposed to one-time tournaments or
events; and
(c) capacity builders aimed at providing instruction in
recreation programming, leadership development
and coaching skills.
4.4.5 A meeting of ministers responsible for sports
and recreation be convened within one year of the publication of this report to discuss the form and structure
of the proposed Aboriginal sports and recreation advisory council, and that Aboriginal youth and Aboriginal
M`XMZ\[QV\PMÅMTL¸ZMKZMI\QWVIVL[XWZ\[XZWOZIUmers, co-ordinators, administrators and researchers —
be invited to take part in this discussion.
4.4.6 Co-operative home construction, based on
the Habitat for Humanity model, be initiated in
Aboriginal communities to provide housing, employment and construction skills for Aboriginal youth.
4.4.7 Federal, provincial and territorial governments develop and adopt, through the leadership of
the Ministry of State for Youth, and in close consultation with Aboriginal youth and their representative
organizations, a comprehensive Canada-wide policy
framework to guide initiatives and programs directed
to Aboriginal youth.
4.4.8 Key program areas for a Canada-wide
Aboriginal youth policy be education, justice, health
and healing, sports and recreation, and support
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programs for urban Aboriginal youth:
(a) Education in the broadest sense must be a priority, with greater efforts to develop a culturally
appropriate curriculum that reinforces the value
of Aboriginal culture. Transformative education
— which uses students’ personal experiences as a
springboard for deeper analysis and understanding
of the world around them — should be considered
in developing initiatives in education.
(b) The justice and corrections system has a substantial
impact on youth. New programs should be develWXMLIVLM`Q[\QVOXZWOZIU[UWLQÅML\WNWK][WV
reintegrating youth into the community through
IXXZWIKPM[\PI\ZMÆMK\)JWZQOQVITK]T\]ZM
K 0MIT\PIVLPMITQVOU][\ZMÆMK\\PMVMML[WN
Aboriginal youth, particularly in the areas of counselling and support.
(d) Sports and recreation must be treated as an integral
part of Aboriginal youth policy. Increased resources
for facilities and programming are needed, as are
trained people to co-ordinate sports and recreation
programs for Aboriginal youth. Also, the sports
community — athletes and fans — must be seen as
a way to build and strengthen relationships among
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.
(e) Aboriginal youth in urban areas need innovative
programs to help them bridge the traditional and
urban worlds and support their choices about where
and how to live.
4.4.9 All governments pursue the following goals
in developing and implementing a Canada-wide
Aboriginal youth policy: youth participation at all
levels, leadership development, economic development and cultural rebirth, youth involvement in nation
building, and cultural and spiritual development.
4.4.10 The federal government provide funding for
a biennial conference of Aboriginal youth delegates
and invited representatives from government and nongovernment organizations, the purpose of which would
be to
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(a) review progress over the preceding 24 months
on goals established under the Canada-wide
Aboriginal youth policy; and
(b) set priorities for new policies and programs where a
VMMLQ[QLMV\QÅMLJaLMTMOI\M[

Chapter 5
Métis Perspectives
The Commission recommends that
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and contained in sections 12 and 23 of the Draft Legal
Text of 9 October 1992, be enacted as soon as possible
by joint action of the Parliament and government of
Canada and the legislature and government of Alberta.
4.5.5 When implementing this Commission’s recommendations on education affecting Aboriginal persons,
great care be exercised to ensure the preservation and
propagation of distinct Métis cultures. Measures to
achieve that goal might include, where appropriate,
(a) consultation with Métis elders when educational
programs are being planned;

4.5.1 Political negotiation on a nation-to-nation or
analogous basis be the primary method of resolving
Métis issues.
4.5.2 Every person who

(b) establishment of and public funding support of
separate Métis schools where numbers warrant;
(c) assisted access to post-secondary education for
Métis persons;

I QLMV\QÅM[PQU[MTNWZPMZ[MTNI[5u\Q[IVL
(b) is accepted as such by the nation of Métis people
with which that person wishes to be associated, on
the basis of criteria and procedures determined
by that nation, be recognized as a member of that
nation for purposes of nation-to-nation negotiations
and as Métis for that purpose.
4.5.3

The government of Canada either

(a) acknowledge that section 91(24) of the Constitution
Act, 1867 applies to Métis people and base its legislation, policies and programs on that recognition; or
(b) collaborate with appropriate provincial governments and with Métis representatives in the formulation and enactment of a constitutional amendment specifying that section 91(24) applies to Métis
people. If it is unwilling to take either of these steps,
the government of Canada make a constitutional
reference to the Supreme Court of Canada, asking
that court to decide whether section 91(24) of the
Constitution Act, 1867 applies to Métis people.
4.5.4 The substance of the constitutional amendments relating to the Metis Settlements of Alberta,
referred to in section 55 of the Charlottetown Accord
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(d) creation of a college or faculty of Métis studies and
professorships, scholarships and programs of Métis
studies; and
(e) provision of residential facilities in post-secondary
educational institutions that will be congenial to
Métis students.
4.5.6 When implementing the recommendations
made in Volume 3, all governments and relevant agencies bear in mind the distinct circumstances of Métis
culture and languages.
Governments and private authorities and agencies
should collaborate with authorized Métis representatives on measures to preserve, cultivate and study elements of Métis culture, including the following:
(a) Aboriginal languages: to encourage and assist Métis
people to learn and use the Aboriginal languages
with which their Métis ancestors were historically
associated;
(b) Michif language: to implement, with Métis collaboration and public funding, special measures to save
Michif from extinction and to encourage and assist
Michif research and instruction;
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(c) research and publications about Métis history and
K]T\]ZM"\WXZW^QLMÅVIVKQIT[]XXWZ\NWZZM[MIZKP
and publications to disseminate information about
Métis Nation history and culture by means of print,
ZILQW\MTM^Q[QWVÅTU\PMI\ZMIVLW\PMZUWLM[WN
expression;
(d) historical sites: to establish major Métis cultural
PQ[\WZaKMV\ZM[I\PQ[\WZQKITTa[QOVQÅKIV\[Q\M[[]KP
as Batoche and the Forks in Winnipeg, to be owned
and operated by Métis representatives; and
(e) repatriation of artifacts: to repatriate major Métis
artifacts from public and private collections to appropriate Métis-run locations.
4.5.7 The governments of Canada and the relevant
provinces and territories be prepared to make available, through negotiations with each recognized nation
WN5u\Q[XMWXTMTIVLJI[M[[]NÅKQMV\QVV]UJMZ[QbM
TWKI\QWVIVLY]ITQ\a\WXMZUQ\\PMN]TÅTUMV\WN\PMVItion’s legitimate social, cultural, political and economic
aspirations.
4.5.8 The governments of Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta
(a) recognize immediately that the right, under the
Constitution Act, 1930, of “Indians” of those provQVKM[\WP]V\\ZIXIVLÅ[PNWZNWWLQVITT[MI[WV[
on unoccupied Crown land and other land to which
they have a right of access applies to all Métis persons in those provinces;
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to public waters.
4.5.9 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
(a) be prepared to enter into temporary land use agreements with Métis nations while land claims negotiations are pending or continuing; and
(b) be prepared, where appropriate, to consider longerterm land use agreements with Métis nations, perhaps in association with other interests, Aboriginal
or private.
4.5.10 The governments of Canada and of relevant
provinces and territories
(a) be prepared to negotiate immediately with appropriate Métis representatives (as well as, where appropriate, other Aboriginal governments) on the manner
in which Métis self-government will be recognized
by and integrated with other governments and as[Q[\ML\WJMKWUMÅVIVKQITTa[MTN[]NÅKQMV\#IVL
(b) pursue independently and swiftly those aspects of selfgovernment that are not dependent upon land base
considerations, although it will be appropriate for part
of these negotiations to take place in the context of
negotiations concerning the nation’s land base.

Chapter 6
The North
The Commission recommends that

(b) consult with leaders of the Métis Nation when
LM\MZUQVQVO_PWY]ITQÅM[I[I5u\Q[XMZ[WVNWZ\PI\
purpose;
(c) give the same right to non-status Indians residing in
the prairie provinces after they have demonstrated
their Aboriginal ancestry by some prescribed and
fair method; and
(d) give the same right to Aboriginal persons residing outside the prairie provinces unless it has been
extinguished by a legally binding extinguishment
measure, and extend the right, where appropriate,
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4.6.1 Dene of Denendeh (Northwest Territories) be
given the opportunity to come to future negotiations on
new political arrangements in Denendeh as a nation.
4.6.2 A treaty commission be established at the request of Dene communities seeking a treaty process.
4.6.3 The treaty commission’s deliberations be the
means by which the governing authorities for Dene are
determined within the new western territory in addition to the framework of public government for that
territory as a whole.
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4.6.4 Those charged with developing institutions
for Denendeh recognize the leading role Aboriginal
nation government will play across the territory and
design a form of territorial government that exercises
lead responsibility in relatively few areas and plays a
co-ordinating role with other governments’ activities
where appropriate.

4.6.12 Federal and territorial governments establish
a task force with strong Aboriginal representation to
review all social assistance and income supplement
programs across the territorial North with the goal
of restructuring these programs to make them effective instruments in promoting a mixed economy and
sustain viable, largely self-reliant communities.

4.6.5 Communities that want to participate in a
treaty implementation process rather than regional
TIVLKTIQU[JMOQ^MV\PM[IUMZIVOMWNÆM`QJQTQ\aQV
terms of subject matter and quantity of land as if they
were participating in a land claims process.

4.6.13 Based on the work of the task force recommended in 4.6.12 and recognizing the fundamental
changes under way in the structure and administration
of social assistance programs across Canada, territorial
governments take the initiative, in consultation with
federal and provincial governments, to create a northMZV[WKQITXWTQKaNZIUM_WZS_Q\P[]NÅKQMV\ÆM`QJQTQ\a
to allow existing levels of social assistance spending to
be used to fund community work creation and provide
income supplements related to community employment
or traditional production and harvesting.

4.6.6 In Nunavut and in the remaining part of the
Northwest Territories, future arrangements allocate
clear responsibilities between Aboriginal nation governments and territorial institutions and be kept simple
and focused, given the high cost of government across a
widely dispersed population.
4.6.7 Public education materials be developed in
co-operation with Aboriginal communications groups
to explain the institutional changes taking place in
Nunavut and the remaining part of the Northwest
Territories.
4.6.8 The government of Canada recognize the
contribution of Aboriginal traditional knowledge to environmental stewardship and support its development.
4.6.9 The government of Canada make provisions
for the participation of Aboriginal governments and
organizations in future international agreements concerning environmental stewardship.
4.6.10 The federal department of health continue
the close monitoring of contamination of northern
country food by atmospheric and other pollution and,
given the importance of these foods to northern people,
communicate the results of this work quickly and effectively to users of these renewable northern resources.
4.6.11 All governments in Canada support the
development of co-management regimes along the lines
of those already established in the North.
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4.6.14 Employment insurance and social assistance
TMOQ[TI\QWVJMIUMVLML\W\ISMQV\WIKKW]V\\PM[XMKQÅK
differences in employment patterns, the high cost of
living, the administrative delays that result from great
distances between communities, and other factors
unique to the northern economy.
4.6.15 Aboriginal, federal, provincial and territorial
governments encourage innovative means of delivering skilled management support — including opera\QWV[ÅVIVKQITIVLUIZSM\QVOM`XMZ\Q[M¸\W[UITT
enterprises through Aboriginal economic development
corporations.
4.6.16 Faculties of agriculture, forestry and business administration in Canadian universities, in
collaboration with the proposed Aboriginal Peoples
International University, develop a northern research
program focused on the creation of employment and
business opportunities through the use of the renewable
resources sector, the exportation of traditional foods
and food products, and the development of expertise to
manage these resources at sustainable levels.
4.6.17 All governments hiring personnel for northern and remote communities take into account skills
acquired through life experience and the demonstrated
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capacity to develop new skills along with, and at times
in place of, formal educational credentials.
4.6.18 Government employment policies accommodate the demands of traditional economic activities by
increasing opportunities for job sharing, periodic leave
and shift work.
4.6.19 Governments provide stable multi-year funding to northern educational institutions that have the
capacity to deliver the education and training needed
NWZ[MTNOW^MZVUMV\IVLILQ^MZ[QÅMLMKWVWUa
4.6.20 The education and training of Aboriginal
adults and young people form an integral part of all
plans for institutional development in the North.
4.6.21 Governments provide continuing support for
the development of institutes that gather and research
traditional knowledge and apply it to contemporary
issues.
4.6.22 Traditional knowledge be incorporated in all
appropriate institutions, including cultural and research institutes, regulatory boards and the education
and training system.

Chapter 7
Urban Perspectives
The Commission recommends that
4.7.1 Aboriginal cultural identity be supported and
enhanced in urban areas by
(a) Aboriginal, municipal, territorial, provincial and
federal governments initiating programs to increase
opportunities to promote Aboriginal culture in
urban communities, including means to increase
access to Aboriginal elders;
(b) municipal governments and institutions and
)JWZQOQVITMTLMZ[KWWXMZI\QVO\WÅVL_Ia[WNNIcilitating Aboriginal spiritual practices in the urban
environment; and
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(c) all governments co-operating to set aside land in
urban areas dedicated to Aboriginal cultural and
spiritual needs.
4.7.2 The federal government be responsible for
(a) the costs associated with developing, implementing
and operating Aboriginal self-government initiatives on and off a land base through program fundQVOIVLÅ[KITIZZIVOMUMV\[#
(b) programs, services and treaty entitlements for
Aboriginal people living on reserves or extended
Aboriginal territories;
(c) treaty entitlements or agreed upon social programs
[]KPI[ÅVIVKQITI[[Q[\IVKMNWZXW[\[MKWVLIZa
ML]KI\QWVIVL]VQV[]ZMLPMIT\PJMVMÅ\[NWZ1VLQIV
people living off-reserve, to the extent that these
exceed the programs or services provided to other
residents by the province or territory in which they
reside; and
(d) the cost of services for Métis people agreed to in
treaty negotiations, once they have achieved selfgovernment and a land base, including additional
payments to Métis people living off their land base
\WKW^MZJMVMÅ\[IOZMML\WJa\ZMI\a_PMZM\PW[MM`KMMLJMVMÅ\[VWZUITTaI^IQTIJTM\WW\PMZXZW^QVKQIT
residents.
4.7.3 Provincial and territorial governments be
responsible for
I XZW^QLQVOIVLÅVIVKQVO\PMXZWOZIU[IVL[MZ^QKM[
that are available to residents in general, to all
Aboriginal people residing in the province or territory, except those resident on-reserve, in Inuit communities or on extended Aboriginal territory; and
(b) providing programs and services for Aboriginal
people that are culturally appropriate where numbers warrant.
4.7.4 <PMKW[\WNINÅZUI\Q^MIK\QWVXZWOZIU[IVL
services to address economic and social disadvantage
affecting urban Aboriginal people be shared by the
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federal, provincial and territorial governments on the
JI[Q[WNINWZU]TIJI[Q[\PI\ZMÆMK\[XZW^QVKQIT\MZZQ\WZQITÅ[KITKIXIKQ\a

4.7.12 Municipal, provincial, territorial and federal
governments support, fund and actively provide services and programs for urban Aboriginal youth.

4.7.5 Provincial, territorial and municipal governments give priority to making the existing Aboriginal
service delivery system more comprehensive as the
most effective means of meeting the immediate needs
of urban Aboriginal people.

4.7.13 Aboriginal youth be closely involved in the
design, development and delivery of youth services.

4.7.6 Federal, provincial and territorial governments
ensure that existing and new Aboriginal service institutions have a stable and secure funding base by
(a) making contribution and grant agreements with
Aboriginal service institutions for periods of at least
Å^MaMIZ[#IVL
(b) adjusting funding for existing and new Aboriginal
IVLVWV)JWZQOQVITIOMVKQM[\WZMÆMK\IK\]IT[MZvices provided and caseloads.
4.7.7 Aboriginal people and organizations be
directly involved in the design, development, delivery
and evaluation of all services provided to Aboriginal
clients by non-Aboriginal agencies.
4.7.8 Staff of non-Aboriginal service agencies directly involved in Aboriginal service delivery be given
cross-cultural training delivered by Aboriginal people
and organizations and that government funding agreeUMV\[ZMÆMK\\PQ[WJTQOI\QWV
4.7.9 Services to Aboriginal people in urban areas
generally be delivered without regard to legal or treaty
status.
4.7.10 Government policies on service delivery take
into account the history and tradition of separate institutional development for Métis and treaty people in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta as well as local
cultural, political and economic conditions.
4.7.11 Aboriginal governments and organizations
accord higher priority to youth programming, particularly leadership development, sport and recreation.
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4.7.14 The federal government provide funding for a
national organization to represent and speak on behalf
of Aboriginal people with disabilities.
4.7.15 The federal government devolve the administration of the National Aboriginal Friendship Centre
program to the National Association of Friendship
Centres.
4.7.16 The federal government establish and fund a
national urban Aboriginal cultural education program
designed for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
in large urban centres across Canada, to be generally
administered by friendship centres.
4.7.17 Aboriginal women give Aboriginal and nonAboriginal service agencies direction and guidance in
formulating policy and developing services that may be
used by Aboriginal women and children and participate fully in the delivery of programs and services
M[\IJTQ[PML[XMKQÅKITTa\WUMM\\PMVMML[WN]ZJIV
Aboriginal women.
4.7.18 In addition to cross-cultural training, nonAboriginal individuals and organizations whose work
or responsibilities directly affect urban Aboriginal
women’s lives receive comprehensive information and
education on the situation of urban Aboriginal women.
4.7.19 Positions be designated for Aboriginal representatives on local boards and commissions responsible
for services and the boards of institutions in which
)JWZQOQVITXMWXTMPI^MI[QOVQÅKIV\QV\MZM[\
4.7.20 Municipal councils and school boards in municipalities with a large Aboriginal population establish
Aboriginal affairs committees to provide advice and
guidance on Aboriginal issues.
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4.7.21 Municipal, provincial, territorial and federal
governments seek opportunities for co-management
arrangements that would involve Aboriginal people in
establishing, managing and operating urban institutions, programs and services in which they have an
interest.
4.7.22 Where urban Aboriginal residents wish to
pursue self-government based on an urban community
of interest, whether involved in multiple government
functions or acting through a single institution,
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R ENEWA L :
A TWENTY-YEAR C OMMITMENT
Chapter 1
Laying the Foundations of a Renewed Relationship
The Commission recommends that

(a) municipal, provincial and federal governments
foster and support community building, including,
where appropriate, developing the community of
interest’s governance initiative; and
(b) municipal, provincial and federal governments
participate in negotiations to establish urban community of interest governments and assist them in
operating institutions and services for members of
the community of interest.

5.1.1 First Ministers, territorial leaders and leaders
of the national Aboriginal organizations meet within
six months of the release of this report to
(a) review its principal recommendations;
(b) begin consultations on the drafting and enactment
WNI:WaIT8ZWKTIUI\QWVZMLMÅVQVO\PMVI\]ZMWN
the relationship between Aboriginal nations and
Canadian governments; and

4.7.23 Nation-based urban governance initiatives be
X]Z[]MLJaVI\QWV[_PMV\PMaPI^M[]NÅKQMV\KIXIKQ\a
to assume governance responsibility for the needs and
interests of urban Aboriginal citizens.

(c) establish a forum to create a Canada-Wide
Framework Agreement.

4.7.24 The urban citizens of Aboriginal nations be
fully consulted and participate in decisions concerning
urban governance initiatives pursued by nations.

5.1.2 The government of Canada introduce legislation to establish an Aboriginal Peoples Review
Commission that is independent of government,
reports to Parliament and is headed by an Aboriginal
chief commissioner.

4.7.25 Aboriginal nations ensure that their urban
citizens’ needs and interests are recognized and that
mechanisms are instituted to ensure they are represented in the political structures and decision-making
processes of the nation.
4.7.26 Federal, provincial, territorial and municipal
governments give full support to Aboriginal nations
when they develop and implement urban governance
initiatives.

5.1.3 The Aboriginal Peoples Review Commission
regularly monitor progress being made
(a) by governments to honour and implement existing
treaties;
(b) in achieving self-government and providing an
adequate lands and resource base for Aboriginal
peoples;
(c) in improving the social and economic well-being of
Aboriginal people; and
(d) in honouring governments’ commitments and
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implementing the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples.
5.1.4 The Aboriginal Peoples Review Commission
report annually to Parliament and that Parliament use
the occasion of the annual report to address Aboriginal
issues in committee hearings and debate.
5.1.5 Provincial and territorial governments co-opMZI\M_Q\P\PMKWUUQ[[QWVQVN]TÅTTQVOQ\[UIVLI\MIVL
respond in their legislatures to the commission’s annual
assessment of progress.
5.1.6 .MLMZITIVLXZW^QVKQITÅZ[\UQVQ[\MZ[IVL\MZritorial leaders meet at regular intervals with national
Aboriginal representatives to assess implementation
of reform measures and to raise public awareness of
Aboriginal concerns.

Chapter 4
Public Education: Building Awareness
and Understanding
The Commission recommends that
5.4.1 Public education on Aboriginal issues be based
on the following principles:
(a) Building public awareness and understanding
should become an integral and continuing part
of every endeavour and every initiative in which
Aboriginal people, their organizations and governments are involved and in which non-Aboriginal
governments and stakeholders have a part.
(b) Public education should involve both the sharing
of information and a process of interaction, leading
in time to a shared sense of advocacy and of public
support.
(c) Non-Aboriginal organizations and corporations should establish internal mechanisms to
make themselves aware of the distinctive needs of
Aboriginal people whom they serve or employ and
to ensure that they respond to those needs.
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5.4.2 Bodies that represent or serve both Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people
(a) be proactive and innovative in promoting understanding of Aboriginal issues; and
(b) review their own activities to ensure that they
contribute to cross-cultural understanding and
enhance relations with Aboriginal people.
5.4.3 Aboriginal people and organizations participate in the process of public education through direct
involvement, by creating opportunities for interpersonal contact and by acting as agents of change in
Canadian society.
5.4.4 Aboriginal organizations and governments
include their own members and citizens in efforts
to build greater public understanding of Aboriginal
issues and the changes now affecting Aboriginal
communities.
5.4.5 +IVILQIVUMLQIZMÆMK\\PMOZW_QVOXZM[MVKM
of Aboriginal people in their audience or readership by
hiring Aboriginal journalists and broadcasters and by
giving greater priority to coverage of Aboriginal issues
and communities.
5.4.6 Aboriginal radio and television programming
be available to all Canadians via cable TV, building
on the service of TV Northern Canada and the radio
services of Aboriginal communications societies.
5.4.7 Parliament and the national Aboriginal organizations jointly designate a national First Peoples
Day to coincide with the issuing of a new Royal
Proclamation and to be celebrated annually across
Canada.
5.4.8 Special events such as Aboriginal Awareness
Weeks be organized under joint Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal direction in all municipalities with a
substantial Aboriginal population.
5.4.9 The commemoration of important occurrences
in Aboriginal history through events such as treaty
days and Louis Riel Day be expanded as a means of
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building solidarity and a vehicle for public education.
5.4.10 Canadian governments recognize Aboriginal
people’s contribution to Canada through much greater
use of Aboriginal place names, languages, ceremonies
and exhibits and by honouring Aboriginal meeting
places and historic sites.
5.4.11 Federal, provincial and territorial governments make public education an integral part of all
programs that affect Aboriginal people and ensure
that it is delivered in collaboration with Aboriginal
organizations.
5.4.12 The federal government ensure that the history and present circumstances of Aboriginal peoples are
communicated to immigrants and to persons becoming
Canadian citizens.
5.4.13 The CD-ROM version of the Commission’s
ÅVITZMXWZ\ZM[MIZKP[\]LQM[IVLX]JTQKPMIZQVO[
be distributed by the government of Canada free of
charge to every Canadian high school, college and
university library.
5.4.14 A task force be established by a coalition of
interested organizations and funded in part by the federal government to promote understanding and wide
X]JTQKLQ[K][[QWVWN\PMÅVLQVO[IVLZMKWUUMVLI\QWV[
of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples for at
TMI[\\PMÅZ[\aMIZNWTTW_QVOX]JTQKI\QWVWN\PQ[ZMXWZ\
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Chapter 5
Constitutional Amendment:
The Ultimate Challenge
The Commission recommends that
5.5.1 Representatives of Aboriginal peoples be included in all planning and preparations for any future
constitutional conference convened by the government
of Canada.
5.5.2 A role for Aboriginal peoples and their governments in the amending process, including a veto for
Aboriginal people on changes to sections 25, 35, 35.1
of the Constitution Act, 1982 and section 91(24) of the
Constitution Act, 1867, be one matter for consideration
at any future conference.
5.5.3 Other matters of concern to Aboriginal
peoples, including, in particular, explicit recognition
of the inherent right of self-government, treaty making and implementation, the inclusion of Métis people
in section 91(24), entrenchment of the Alberta Metis
Settlements Act, and alterations to section 91(24) to reÆMK\\PMJZWIL[MTNOW^MZVQVOR]ZQ[LQK\QWVWN)JWZQOQVIT
nations, form part of the constitutional agenda.

Compiled December 26–28, 2012 via the document:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/webarchives/20071124130154/http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ch/rcap/sg/ska5a1_e.html

64

VOLU M E F I V E , A PPE N DI X A

